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SETTING THE COURSE 


By EDD DOERR 


EDD DOERR 


Editor’s comment: Mr. Doerr was asked to supply, 
in about 600 words, his estimate of the most important 
issue facing Rationalism in today’s world. Here you have 
it under the title “Setting the Course’, which we supplied. 
Mr. Doerr, a “Hoosier’’, is resident currently in South 
America, Other guest editorials will bring our readers 
other constructive viewpoints from time to time. 


“These are the times that try men’s souls!” 


These words, written long ago by Tom Paine dur- 
ing another critical period in our history, are equally 
applicable today, even though we, who call ourselves 
Rationalists, Humanists and Freethinkers, no longer re- 
gard the term “‘soul” in its traditional sense. We look 
at the long shadows which criss-cross civilization today 
and wonder whether they signal the dawn of a brighter, 
more humanistic world or whether they are but omens 
heralding the fateful operation of some sociological “‘Sec- 
ond Law of Thermodynamics” which will send our civ- 
ilization crashing back into a savagery from which, ac- 
cording to Harrison Brown, we never again shall be able 
to climb. Society is beset, on the one hand, by gar- 
gantuan organizations which would draw our world 
down into a bleak Orwellian hell of Red or Black or 
Purple totalitarianism. On the other hand, we find our- 
selves in danger of being swallowed up by the lifeless 
drifting sands of apathy, mindless hedonism and biind 
conformity. And as we look around, we see the ‘‘sum- 
mer soldiers’ and “‘sunshine patriots’’ scurrying for cover 
like so many rats; many of them of the opinion that “‘if 
you can't lick ‘em, jine ‘em.” 

But need we be pessimistic? Certainly not. Nor can 
we be blindly optimistic, as were so many of the liberals 
of the nineteenth century. Instead of running to either 
extreme, we can and should adopt the “‘meliorism™’ of 
Julian Huxley. Man CAN save himself, but he can’t do 
it by sitting on his hands and waiting for “George” to 
do something. No one can save us but ourselves. 

Our most pressing task, then, is that of vastly increas- 
ing our effectiveness in the struggle to evolve a saner, 
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THE LUMBER CHEST 
Happy Naples 

Naples, Sept. 19 (AP) The 
fervent prayers of thousands of 
devout persons turned into frantic 
cries today as the blood of St. 
Genaro, patron saint of Naples, 
liquified. 

This biennial occurrence 19th 
of September and the Saturday 
preceding the first Sunday of May, 
foretells good or bad luck for 
Naples. 

Whenever the blood does not 
miraculously liquify something 
that seldom happens; Neapolitans 
are sure that the city will face 
grave problems, and its inhabit- 
ants are grief stricken. 

Today the blood liquified after 
but 18 minutes of prayer by the 
thousands of Neapoiitans congreg- 
ated in the Cathedral and in the 
plaza which surrounds it. Among 
them were many tourists who were 
curious to view the miracle. 

The police were forced to control 
the crowd when, on the signal 
that the awaited event had occur- 
red, the sacred vessels containing 
the blood were placed upon the 
altar. 

Bells chimed deliriously, the ag- 
itated crowd clamored and shriek- 
ed and many persons embraced 
each other. 

Genaro was Bishop of Benevento, 
near Naples. He was beheaded in 
the year 305. His relics rest in 
the Cathedral of Naples. His blood 
is preserved in two vases of crys- 
tal and silver, which are guarded 
in a special chapel. 

Once, in 1527, the blood did not 
liquify, despite the prayers, and 
shortly afterward, a bubonic epi- 
demic fell upon Naples. In 1954, 
the most recent occasion in which 
the miracle failed to occur, inun- 
dations and landslides killed ap- 
proximately 300 Neapolitans. 

- Contributed by Frederick P. 
Sass, Montevideo, Uruguay. 
—Translated by Chas V. Bryan, 
Lynwood, California. 

rs 

It is said that the expression, 
“Hurrah for our side’’ originated 
during Lady Godiva’s famous side 
saddle ride down the streets of 
Coventry. -Gilcrafter 


better, more humanistic world. To do this we must not 
only continue to improve and expand our publications, 
organizations and activities, but we must also join our 
efforts with those of all others who are working toward 
the same goa!s, regardless of the terms they may use to 
describe- themselves. 

We must cast off the remaining vestiges of the 
“barbershop quartet’ mentality which has for so long 
characterized large segments of the Rationalist-Free- 
thought movement. Far too often have our publications 
“scared off'’ average readers who would otherwise have 
been very much in sympathy with our goals and gen- 
eral philosophic position. Our publications and organiza- 
tions should de-emphasize haggling about obscure points 
of Rationalist disbelief and stress the positive aspects of 
our philosophy. Our publications should be oriented to- 
ward seeking and proposing solutions for the pressing 
problems of our society. Our organizations and publica- 
tions should be channels through which the fruits of ad- 
vanced scientific, social and philosophical thought anc 
research can be passed along to the general public. 

It is equally important that we sally forth from our 
ivory towers to the marketplace and take an active part 
in the great interactions which will determine the future 
course of our culture. Our publications must reach every 
newsstand, bookstore, library and university in the na- 
tion. The mass media must not be surrendered to the 
forces of obscurantism and retrogression. Every means— 
letters to editors, radio and television interviews and 
forums, pa‘d-for radio and television broadcasts, stories 
and articles with a Humanist-Rationalist orientation in 
popular magazines—must be utilized to make Rational- 
ism a force to be reckoned with in American society, a 
powerful force for liberalism and progress in public life. 

We must make our voices heard loud and clear on 
the great issues of our time: civil liberties, family and 
population planning, church-state separation, religious 
and intellectual freedom, world peace, aid to under- 
developed areas, democratic processes, education and the 
application of the scientific-operational method t> all 
human problems. To do all these things we will need 
the courage and zeal of a Tom Paine, the keen insight 
of a John Dewey and the humanitarianism of an Albert 
Schweitzer. If the Rationalist movement is to take its 
proper place in the vanguard of an advancing civiliza- 
tion, we, all of us, are going to have to act, and act 
now. 

> 


It is not by boasting of your freedom from clerical domina- 
tion that you serve the Rationalist cause but by what vou do 
to help bring that freedom to others. 
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GIORDANO BRUNO, 
THE FORGOTTEN PHILOSOPHER 


By JOHN J. KESSLER, Ph.D., Ch.E. 
PART | 


In the year 1548 an Italian boy was born in the 
little town of Nola, not far from Vesuvius. Although he 
spent the greater part of his life in hostile and foreign 
countries he was drawn back to his home at the end of 
his travels and after he had written nearly twenty books. 

When he was thirteen years old he began to go to 
school at the Monastery of Saint Domenico. It was a 
famous place. Thomas Aquinas, himself a Dominican, 
had lived there and taught. Within a few years Bruno 
had become a Dominican priest. 

It was not long before the monks of Saint Dominico 
began to learn something about the extraordinary en- 
thusiasm of their young colleague. He was frank, out- 
spoken and lacking in reticence. It was not long before 
he got himself into trouble. It was evident that this boy! 
could not be made to fit into Dominican grooves. One of 
the first things that a student has to learn is to give the 
teacher the answers that the teacher wants. The average 
teacher is the preserver of the ancient land marks. The 
students are his audience. They applaud but they must 
not innovate. They must learn to labor and to wait. 
It was not Bruno’s behavior but his opinions that got him 
into trouble. 

He ran away from school, from his home town, 
from his own country and tried to find among strangers 
and foreigners a congenial atmosphere for his intellectual 
integrity that he could not find at home. It is difficult 
not to get sentimental about Bruno. He was a man with- 
out a country and, finally, without a church. 

Bruno was interested in the nature of ideas. Al- 
though the name was not yet invented it will be per- 
fectly proper to dub Bruno as an epistemologist, or as 
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the pic on the cover 


GIORDANO BRUNO (1548-1600) 
was an Italian philosopher and 
martyr. A Dominican friar whose 
eyes were opened by a study of 
the Arab philosophy which still 
lingered in Southern Italy and 
went on to study the Epicureau 
philosophy. He had to flee for his 
life and wandered over Europe, but 
in 1592, when he returned to Italy, 
the Venetians, as part of a politi- 
cal deal, handed him over to the 
Pope. He was seven years in the 
dungeons of the Inquisition, re- 
fusing to recant, and was then 
burned alive. Bruno was a thinker 
of the very superior intellect, a 
Pantheist, dazed by a world in 
which he found Protestants as in- 
tolerant as Catholics and hampered 
in his speculations by the poverty 
of science in his day. 

From Joseph McCabe’s “Bio- 
graphical Dictionary of Ancient, 
Medieval, and Modern Freethink- 
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Sunday. Jan. 19, 1958 


Atheist Will 
Give Testimony 


Lee Meriwether, an attorney, 
author and world traveler, will 
speak before the Rationalist So- 

” ciety of St. Louis, 2218 St. Louis 

p's ave., at 8 p. m. Wednesday. His 

~ topic will be “Why I Am An 
Atheist.” 

Mr. Meriwether, 95, has served 
as assistant to the United States 
ambassador to France and was 

@ the state Labor Commissioner. 
He was twice a contender for 
mayor of St. Louis. 
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a pioneer General Semanticist. He takes fresh stock of 
the human mind. 


It is an interesting fact that here, at the close of the 
16th Century, a man, closed in on all sides by the author- 
ity of priestly tradition, makes what might be termed a 
philosophical survey of the world which the science of 
the time was disclosing. It is particularly interesting be- 
cause it is only in the 20th Century that the habit of this 
sort of speculation is again popular. Bruno lived in a 
period when philosophy became divorced from science. 
Perhaps it might be better to say that science became 
divorced from philosophy. Scientists became too intrigued 
with their new toys to bother about philosophy. They 
began to busy themselves with telescopes and micro- 
scopes and chemical glassware. 


In 1581 Bruno went to Paris and began to give lec- 
tures on philosophy. It was not an uncommon thing for 
scholars to wander from place to place. He made con- 
tacts easily and was able to interest any group with 
whom he came in contact with the fire of his ideas. His 
reputation reached King Henry III who became curious 
to look over this new philosophical attraction. Henry III 
was curious to find out if Bruno’s art was that of the 
magician or the sorcerer. Bruno had made a reputation 
for himself as a magician who could inspire greater 
memory retention. Bruno satisfied the king that his system 
was based upon organized knowledge. Bruno found a real 
patron in Henry III and it had much to do with the suc- 
cess of his short career in Paris. 


It was about this time that one of Bruno's earliest 
works was published, De Umbris Idearum, The Show- 
down of Ideas, which was shortly followed by Ars 
Memoriae, Art of Memory. In these books he held that 
ideas are only the shadows of truth. The idea was ex- 
tremely novel in his time. In the same year a third book 
followed: Brief Architecture of the Art of Lully with its 
Completion, Lully had tried to prove the dogmas of the 
church by human reason. Bruno denies the value of such 
mental effort. He points out that Christianity is entirely 
irrational, that it is contrary to philosophy and that it 
disagrees with other religions. He points out that we ac- 
cept it through faith, that revelation, so called, has no 
scientific basis. 

In his fourth work he selects the Homeric sorcerer 
Circi who changed men into beasts and makes Circi dis- 
cuss with her handmaiden a type of error which each 
beast represents. The book Cantus Circaeus, The Incan- 
tation of Circe, shows Bruno working with the principle 
of the association of ideas, and continually questioning 
the value of traditional knowledge methods. 
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In the year 1582, at the age of 34 he wrote a play 
Il Candelajo, The Chandler. He thinks as a candlemak- 
er who works with tallow and grease and then has to go 
out and vend his wares with shouting and ballyhoo: 


“Behold in the candle bor-e by this Ch-ndler, 
to whom | give birth, that which shall clarify certain 
shadows of ideas . . . | need not instruct you of my 
belief. Time gives all and takes all away; every- 
thing changes but nothing perishes. One only is im- 
mutable, eternal and ever endures, one and the 
same with itself. With this philosophy my spirit 
grows, my mind expands. Whereof, however ob- 
scure the night may be, | await the daybreak, and 
they who dwell in day look for night . . . Rejoice 
therefore, and keep whole, if you can, and return 
love for love.” 


There came a time when the novelty of Bruno had 
worn off in France and he felt that it was time to move 
on. He went to England to begin over again and to find 
a fresh audience. He failed to make scholastic contact 
with Oxford. Oxford, like other European universities of 
this time, paid scholastic reverence to the authority of 
Aristotle. A great deal has been written about the Mid- 
dle Ages being throttled by the dead hand of Aristotle. 
It was not the methods of Aristotle nor the fine mind of 
Aristotle which were so much in question as it was the 
authority of Aristotle. A thing must be believed because 
Aristotle said it. It was part of the method of Bruno to 
object in his own strenuous fashion to the cramming down 
one’s throat of statements of fact because Aristotle had 
made such statements when they were plainly at variance 
with the fresh sense experience which science was pro- 
ducing. 

In his work The Ash Wednesday Supper, a story of 
a private dinner, being entertained by English guests, 
Bruno spreads the Copernican doctrine. A new astronomy 
had been offered the world at which people were laugh- 
ing heartily, because it was at variance with the teach- 
ings of Aristotle. Bruno was carrying on a spirited propa- 
ganda in a fighting mood. Between the year 1582 and 
1582 there was hardly a teacher in Europe who was 
persistently, openly and actively spreading the news about 
the universe which Copernicus had charted, except 
Giordano Bruno. A little later on another and still more 
famous character was to take up the work: Galileo. 

Galileo never met Bruno in person and makes no 
mention of him in his works, although he must have read 
some of them. We may not blame Galileo for being 
diplomat enough to withhold mention of a recognized 
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RELIGION AND SPACE 
The subject of outer space last 
week inspired two characteristic, 
but ciffering views about God: 
L’Osse.vatore Romano, the semi- 
official Vatican newspaper, reas. 
surei its readers that the Soviet 
satellite has done nothing to alter 
the church’s views. As Pope Pius 
XII declared a year ago, the paper 
reported, “the more we explore in- 
to outer space, the nearer we (get) 
to the great idea of one family 
under the Mother-Father God.” 
Joseph Lewis, president of the 
Freethinkers of America, announc- 
ed that “the new earth sacellite 
broadcasts no discovery 0 God in 
the heavens. What a mockery does 
this great scientific achieveinent of 
man make of the petty religions of 
the earth.” 
Newsweek. 
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} THE SAME FORCE THAT 

MURDERED BRUNO IS TRYING 
TO ENSLAVE AMERICA! 


Tax exemption of churches has 
made the Enemy of Liberty 
fabulously wealthy and able to 
control politicians, the press, 
movies, radio, and TV, Ration- 
alists will be suppressed if they 
do not keep expanding——as their 
enemy is. To help awaken your 
friends to the evils of religion 
give them mind-opening books 
and leaflets. Here are some 3% 
bargains: 2 


wr, 2208 


Superior Men, by James Her- 
vey Johnson, a complete expose 
of the evils of religion. 192 pp. 3 
Card cover, 3 for $1.00. 

Religious Brain Stuffing, by 
Johnson, leaflet, free, 1 copy. 25 
for $1.00. 

Mark Twain’s satire on God, 
leaflet, 1 copy free, 40 for $1.00. 

What a Freethinker Thinks, 
by Johnson. Folder. 3c and} 
stamp, 40 for $1.00. , 


Book List: Health, 
History, Science, Classics, upon request 9 
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‘ SUPERIOR BOOKS , 
Box 2832 3 
San Diego 12, Calif. Pd 


Free 
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PROPONENTS OF TAX ASSAILED 
BY BISHOP 


Fresno, June 7 (AP) Bishop 
A. J. Willinger of the Catholic 
diocese of Monterey-Fresno lasi 
night called sponsors of a move 
to tax private and parochial schools 
“monopolists and bigots.” 

The bishop, speaking at the San 
Joaquin Memorial High School’s 
commencement exercises, said the 
drive to eliminate private and par- 
ochial’s tax exemptions was led by 
an organization called Protesiants 
and Others United for Separation 
oi Church and State. 

Bishop Willinger said California 
Masons are “working hand in 
hani with them.” 

Willinger blasted Harold Ander- 
son, grand master of the Masonic 
order in California and a vice 
president of the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company. 

Anderson is a monopolist thru 
and thru,’ Willinger said. “What 
would be his attitude if the people 
voted to take over the PG&E. He 
would call it socialism. Well, is it 
any less socialistic to advocate 
monopoly in education?” 

The Bishop said Mussolini and 
Hitler favored monopolies and thus 
sought to tax schools out of exist. 
ence, and asked his audience: “Is 
California willing to find idealism 
in totalitarianism ?”’ 

Willinger said it would cost the 
State $90 million extra to pay for 
the education of students now in 
private and parochial schools. 

“The exemptions they receive 
amounts to little more than $1 
million,” he said. “Therefore we 
have 2 saving of $89 million. How 
can anyone with any business acu- 
men fall for such an argument as 
advanced by the proponents of tax- 
ing private schools?” 

“A leopard cannot hide its spots 
and neither can a bigot,” said the 


bishop. 
Ed. Note:— Catholic Action gets 
bolder and bolder. 


Why not provide for promoting 
a much wider circulation of THE 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST? We, 
who produce it, unpaid, feel that 
we are entitled to your help. 


Galileo has often been criticized because he 
played for personal safety in the matter of his own dif- 
ficulties. We demand a great deal of our heroes. 


heretic. 


While in England Bruno had a personal audien-e with 
Queen Elizabeth. He wrote of her in the superlative 
fashion of the time calling her diva, Protestant Ruler, 
sacred, divine, the very words he used for His Most 
Christian Majesty and Head of The Holy Roman Empire. 
This was treasured against him when he was later brought 
to trial as an atheist, an infidel and a heretic. Queen 
Elizabeth did not think highly of Bruno. She thought 
him as wild, radical, subversive and dangerous. Bruno 
found Englishmen rather crude. 


(To be concluded next month) 


THE HOLY PREPUCE 


By C. G. L. DU CANN 


The French novel, “The Keys of St. Peter,” by 
Roger Peyrefitte, the diplomat, deals with Vatican so- 
ciety from the Pope downwards; and in so doing it is 
the most devastating and ironical exposure since the writ- 
ings of Voltaire. The book gets its effect upon the reader 
by abstaining from all direct denunciation and ridicule, 
and by merely painting what exists in a factual manner. 
Its writer evidently knows Papal Court life of today at 
first-hand and pretty intimately. 

After reading this book, one can never take the 
Roman Catholic Church and its pretensions seriously 
again. It becomes crystallised in the mind a; absurd, 
grotesque, and contemptible forever. 

All very well for Cardinal Belloro, the real hero of 
the book, to say to young Victor Mas, the ostensible 
hero: “My very dear son, you must learn to know what 
the Holy Roman Church really is; and then love her all 
the more.’ But you just cannot—after this book. You 
can hardly retain a tinge of respect for her, except as the 
most successful of all criminal and ridiculous lunacies 
that have engaged the credulity of mankind. It will make 
many exclaim with Voltaire, “Stamp out the infamous 
thing,” not, however, so much for its infamy, as for its 
idiocy. 

Though the book is a very remarkable one, it is not 
a great novel. Its plot is negligible, almost non-existent. 
Except now and again, when they spring into momentary 
life, its characters are mere marionettes, Indeed, to my 
mind, Cardinal Belloro—though his talking is first-rate— 
only becomes alive when he dies, in the celebration of 
Mass at the end of the book. Victor, the young French 
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seminarist, his spiritual son, is any young French semi- 
narist. The heroine, Paola, the mistress of this young 
ecclesiastic, is any young harlot, chasing a cassock. 

Indeed, the merit of the book is far less fictional 
than factual. Therein lies, no doubt, tho secret of its suc- 
cess with the multitude as with the individual reader. 

The Pope is the actual Pius XII of today, and there 
are other recognisable portraits of Vatican society. not 
even thinly disguised. The secret inner workings of the 
Church on such matters as canonisations, beatifications, 
indulgences, e'ections, relics and American finance, as 
well as ordinary cash transactions, are calmly depicted. 
We, like Victor, learn of such grotesque frauds as a 
feather of the Archangel Gabriel; clippings of the Holy 
Head, Beard, and Nails of the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
enough pieces of the True Cross to make a fleet of 
wooden battleships. 


Of course, St. Peter's keys are the keys of the 
treasury holding Peter's pence, shi'lings and pounds— 
perhaps today, one should say do'lars—the money upon 
which this Church’s power and prestige securely rests. 

Rome possesses even today many wonderful relics 
such as the 17 arms that belonged to St. Andrew, 13 of 
St. Stephen's, and 12 of St. Philip's. But formerly, if 
not now, she had much greater treasures: a sneeze of 
the Holy Ghost; a sigh breathed by St. Joseph when 
sawing wood at Nazareth; the tail of Christ’s Ass; the 
Virgin Mary's milk. After the fall of Rome in 1870 
many Italian reliquaries were seized and sold. Syndicates 
of Jews bought them up cheaply—and later resold them 
to the Church. Ultimately, it was discovered that the 
Church had rebought ten times as many relics as she 
had ever had, many being products of a _ fake-relics 
factory. 

Perhaps the best story in the book concerns the 
sacred foreskin of Jesus Christ. St. Luke’s Gospel tells 
how Jesus was circumcised according to the Jewish law. 
But the apocryphal “Gospel of the Childhood” (not 
accessible to most English readers) tells us how the 
prepuce after being cut off in the cave, was put in an 
alabaster jar filled with oil of nard.* 

Working from this, in the Middle Ages, there were 
14 “Holy Prepuces’’ of the Saviour piously reverenced 
in France, Italy, Spain, Belgium and Prussia. Barbarous 
Britain, and even Ireland, had none. However, in course 
of time, most disappeared. Fortunately for us all, one— 
needless to say the True One—remains to bless humanity. 
It is most reverently kept in the church of St. Cornelius 
and St. Cyprian at Calcata, near Rome. 

In the year 1900, the Supreme Sacred Congrega- 
tion of the Holy Office, in its wisdom, prohibited all 
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RATIONALIST 
ORGANIZATIONS 


ARIZONA 
ARIZONA SECULARISTS, U.S.A., P.O. 
Box 893, Phoenix, Ariz. 


CALIFORNIA 
FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA, Mr. Kolen, 2624 Maple Ave., 
los Angeles, Calif. 
SAN DIEGO FREETHINKERS SOCIETY, 
933 9th Ave., San Diego 1. Pres. Frank 
Erickson; Vice-Pres. Squires Russell; 
Sec'y-Treas. Julius Switra. Meets every 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 


COLORADO 
JEFFERSON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF COLORADO, Herman O. Schutz, 
1341 Washington St., Denver 3, Cole. 


FLORIDA 
FLORIDA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Albert S. Brown, Orangedale Rte., 
Green Cove Springs, Fla. 


ILLINOIS 

AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION, 
CHICAGO CHAPTER, 615 Davis Street, 
Evanston, Illinois. 
PIONEERS OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT 
meet second Sunday of month. T. G. 
Masaryk School, 5701 W. 22nd Place, 
Cicero, Il., 8 p.m. 

THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 
Meets every third Sunday at 7 p.m. at 
2251 W. Fullerton. For information 
write to: 1204 W. Foster Ave., Chicago, 
illinois. 

CZECHOSLOVAK CONGREGATION OF 
FREETHINKERS, 4236 W. Cermak Rd., 
Chicago 23, Illinois. 

FREE-THOUGHT SOCIETY OF THE 
NORTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, Harry Pfeif- 
fer, Sec'y, 2205 N. Lowell Ave., Chi- 
cago 39, Ill. 

CHICAGO CHAPTER CRFA, 4236 W. 
Cermak Rd., Chicago 232, Ill. 
CICERO CHAPTER CRFA, 5701 West 
22nd Place, Cicero, Iii. 

CZECH RATIONALIST FEDERATION OF 
AMERICA, 4236 W. Cermak Road, 
Chicago 23, Ill. 

BOHEMIAN FREETHINKERS SCHOOLS 
OF CHICAGO, 2548 S. Homan Ave., 
Chicago 23, Ill. 


IOWA 
IOWA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Dr. George A. Fink, 418 S. lee- 
brink, Burlington, la. 
KANSAS 
Contact: Carl R. Brown, Stockton. Kans. 
MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: C, Henry Nims, 5725 Wood- 





MINNESOTA 
MINNESOTA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact Wm. P. Schramm, Russell, Minn. 


MONTANA 
MONTANA) RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: D. D. Bartholomew, 819 S. 
MISSOURI 


RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 
GERMAN SCHOOL ASS'N AND FREE 
COMMUNITY OF N. ST. LOUIS, INC., 
2218 St. Louis Ave. 

AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEW YORK 
INGERSOLL FORUM meets second Fri- 
day of month, 8 p.m. at the Pythian, 
70th St., east of Broadway, New York 
City. 
LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 20 
Fast 100th St., New York 29, N.Y. 
NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, 
Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., North 
Bergen, New Jersey. 
RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E. L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec'y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 


OHIO 
CLEVELAND CZECH RATIONALISTS, 
Ant. Belsan, 5149 Fowler, Cleveland 
7, Ohio. 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Chester M. Cadle, Box 5562, Cleve- 
land 1, Ohio. 


OKLAHOMA 
Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


OREGON 
OREGON RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview Av., 
Portland 12, Ore. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N. 
Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: Richard O. Pitner, 1223 
Victoria Way, Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 
SOUTHERN STATES 
SOUTHERN RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: Ben W. Parnell, P.O. Box 179, 
Baton Rouge 1, La. 


More Organizations on Next Page 





INSURANCE AGENCY 
OF AMERICA 


AUTO—FIRE—CASUALTY—BOND 
LIFE—MARINE 


2617 N. 14th St. CH 1-0068 
ST. LOUIS 6, MO. 








writing or speaking of this holy relic—on pain of ex- 
communication. It could only be exhibited to the local 
population on their annual feast-day from a distance, 
and without commentary. Foreigners could not see it 
without a special authority from the diocesan Bishop. 

But in 1954. a petition was presented for the resto- 
ration of the Holy Prepuce to the devotion of the faith- 
ful. A Special Session of the Holy Office met to consider 
the question. 

Four Most Eminent Lord Cardinals and other high 
dignitaries sat in conclave to debate this delicate and 
sacred subject. The miracles done by the Holy Prepuce 
were solemnly considered. Had not the sweet scent of 
this holy relic perfumed three women for two days? Had 
it not distinguished itself from the toe of St. Valentine 
and a tooth of St. Martin? 

Ultimately, by five votes to four (one abstaining), 
the petition was carried. But the Lord Cardinals rejected 
it. The position of the year 1900 was restored, so that 
the authenticity of the relic stays unquestioned and it is 
available for veneration. One can only suppose that if 
the world lapses again into the superstition of the Middle 
Ages, when several Popes recognised such a relic, the 
Holy Prepuce may come in useful. 

In the novel young Victor Mas, having the recom- 
mendation of the Cardinal, got the authority of the 
Bishop easily and went to see the Holy Prepuce at 
Calcata Church. 

In a reliquary, costly with gold and diamonds, yet 
dust-covered, locked away from the profane, Victor and 
his four companions—two priests and two chierichetti— 
saw a couple of greyish membranes, curled into balls. 
and lying on a crystal disc. 

And Father de Trennes, speaking “‘with fire,” 
manded: 


de- 


“Is not this the most extraordinary sight in the 
world?” 

(In a sense, it certainly was!) 

“Gentlemen,” said the priest in a grave voice, 
“make the most of your privilege.” 

“A part of Christ's body.” 

While this exposure was going on, a fearful storm 
of thunder and lightning raged outside (the proper thing 
on such occasions, as we all know). The villagers, angry 
at their precious and unique relic being shown to strang- 
ers, came to the church demanding that it should be put 
under lock and key again at once. Evidently their igno- 
rance agreed with the wisdom of the Lord Cardinals that 
their treasure was too good for the rest of the world out- 
side Calcata, even for such highly-favoured few as the 
Rt. Rev. Lord Bishop of Civita Castellana, Orte and 


The American Rationalist « 9 








Gallese, the local diocesan, might permit to have a brief 
glimpse. 

It is sad to think that you and | and the rest of 
Christendom and Heathenesse can only have access to 
the rest of the Body of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, if 
Holy Church allows us to receive it. The doctrine of 
Transubstantiation never mentioned the Holy Prepuce 
being at Calcata. 

One day when | am in Rome, | must take the train 
to Calcata. For it seems absurd for a citizen of the world 
to miss seeing “the most extraordinary sight in the world” 
during his brief sojourn in this vale of tears. Meanwhile, 
after reading this novel, no one would trust the Roman 
Church with the keys of a child’s money-box, let alone 
the keys of Heaven and Hell—unless all these receptacles 
are empty. —The Freethinker, London. 

“The Keys of St. Peter’’ may be had from AR Book 
Service. 380 pp. $4.50. 

*“Others say it was the navel-string that was preserved.” 
I. Infancy 2, verse 2. 

° 





=» quotus 


from the Freethought publications of the world 





from LA PENSEE (Belgium) 


The convictions of the heart are no substitute for reflections 
based on reason and experience. 


from THE RATIONALIST REPORTER: 

Professor Edwards in his discussion of Clarence Darrow 
tod us that in his study of heretics (he is completing a book 
dealing with famous heretics) that one of the facts all of the 
heretics seem to have in common is a cheerful disposition. 
Brooding over sin and brimstony nightmares precludes any 


possibility of that. When Darrow and his wife travelled 
through the Holy Land he hired a boatman to ferry them 
across the Sea of Galillee. When this worthy asked fifteen 


dollars for his hire the great orator, thunderstruck for a mo- 
ment (the time was early 1920’s when a dollar was still a 
dollar) dug into his pocket, paid and as the boatman went on 
his happy way, grumbled, “No wonder Jesus walked!” 


from THE UNIVERSITY LIBERTARIAN: 

If Religion, with or without morals, were replaced by 
Morals, with or without religion, some ethical progress might 
be made. 
from THE RATIONALIST (Australia) : 

On the one hand we have an ignorant religious past, on 
the other we have today’s new spirit of scientific intelligence. 
from THE SECULARIST: 


Thomas Paine would have commanded more respect if he 
had been a rich land owner. 
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TEXAS 


TEXAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E,. May St., 
Yoakum, Tex. 

CONGREGATION OF CZECH RATION- 
ALISTS, 309% E. 29th St., Houston, 
Texas. 


WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON RATIONALIST SOCIE- 
TY, contact: Mrs. Alma Otto, P.O. Box 
183, Coupeville, Wash, 

Seattle readers contact C. H. Steffen, 
1416 34th Ave., about formation of 
Seattle Rationalist Society. 


WISCONSIN 


FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Hall, 2617 


W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee 6, 
Wisconsin. 
JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 


2618 West Fond du Lac 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 


Ave., Mil- 


CANADA 
Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationalist Society, please 
write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo., 
USA. 

* a 








BIG and LITTLE BLUE BOOKS 


We have added E. Haldeman-Julius 
Big and Little Blue Books to our book 
line, We would be happy to send you 





a free copy of each of our two 
catalogs. 
SunLong Company 
784 East Avenue 
Lockport, New York 
= 
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INVITATION TO ALL READERS 


of 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
to attend the 
THIRD ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 
of the 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST 


FEDERATION 
August 23 - 24, 1958 


2617 W. Fond du Lac Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


2000002 


pevvwververve 
PHPLLOLLLES 


POCDCOODDOOOOOO 


Home of the Freie Gemeinde and 


Jefferson Freethought Society 


For information write: 


ARF, 2218 St. Louis Avenue 


St. Louis 6, Missouri 








‘\\ THE WIDE, WIDE 
7 MOVEMENT 


All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 














The most important event in American Ration- 
alism this year will be the annual convention of 
the AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on August 23 and 24. 

As the only functioning national federation — 
representing almost all the really active local 
organizations the ARF is doing a much needed 
service in forming new groups and re-activating 
older groups and individuals. Two new state- 
wide organizations have just been accepted into 
the Federation: Oklahoma and Utah. 

The annual convention will probably be the 
largest one for the new national federation. The 
convention will be held in the home of the Freie 
Gemeinde and the Jefferson Freethought Society, 
at 2617 West Fond du Lac Avenue. Their large 
building, (pictured on our cover of Sept., 1956) 
houses twelve bowling alleys, dining halls and 
other facilities with many meeting halls of all 
sizes, its larger seating 800. 

All Rationalists, whether members of local 
organizations or not, are invited to attend. For 
information about program, reservations, hotels, 
and accomodations write to ARF headquarters, 
2218 St. Louis Avenue, St. Louis 6, Missouri. 
This is the one opportunity each year, to meet 
with and discuss all the problems of organized 
Rationalism with the leaders in the movement. 
Rationalists should not play a lone hand if, 
through cooperation, the job can be accomplished 
with greater success. We'll see you at Jefferson 
Hall on August 23rd! 


Robert Anderson spoke before the PIONEERS 
OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT in Chicago. He 
gave a lecture on the subject Is the Bible the 
Word of God? 


Sundays are busy in Chicago sometimes when 
two organizations hold meetings the same day. 
Harry Pfeiffer, secretary of the FREETHOUGHT 
SOCIETY OF THE NORTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, 
attends all meetings to support Rationalism in 
Chicago. Mr. Pfeiffer attended the Third Uni- 
tarian Church to hear Dr. Buehrer talk about 
separation of church and state. He walked three 
miles to the Pioneers of Independent Thought 
meeting in the afternoon where President Otto 
Soukup and Secretary Pat O’Connor were elect- 
ed delegates to the American Rationalist Feder- 


ation convention. From far-south Chicago to 
far-north (which isn’t easy in Chicago), Mr. 
Pfeiffer journeyed to the meeting of the VOL- 
TAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO at whick Dr. 
George E. Mueller gave a lecture on thought 
control. A hypnotist was also present who gave 
demonstrations. The FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY 
OF THE NORTH SIDE OF CHICAGO, presented 
a film-lecture on A Flight to Ireland, by L. 
Schweitzer. President Joe Braun and Secretary 
Harry Pfeiffer were elected delegates to the 
Milwaukee convention with Vice-President Her- 
man Burghardt as alternate. A strong protest 
action was taken against the Jenner-Butler Bill. 
Renewals and new subscriptions were taken for 
AR magazine. New members were admitted. 


The BOHEMIAN RATIONALIST RADIO 
BROADCAST is back on the air. The program 
is broadcast every Sunday evening 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m, over station WTAQ. Chicago readers can 
listen to Czech melodies, folk songs, announce- 
ments and thoughts on Rationalism. The program 
is conducted in the English language. 


Informal meetings of the City Council of Free- 
thought in Chicago are being held to find ways 
of coordinating the efforts of the various organ- 
izations in Chicago. 


THE BULLETIN BOARD organ of the 
LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM in New 
York City reports that bingo is being operated 
illegally in many areas by churches through such 





Officers of the Voltaire Freethought Society. 
L. to r.: Rudolph Marchfield, Robert Gaston, 
Victor Kruse and Albert Hirsch. 
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gimmicks as billing the event as an entertain- 
ment or as an “Art exhibit with free bingo.” 
Sometimes they charge nothing for bingo but 
rent the chairs! The law against gambling is 
circumvented in many places where bingo is 
illegal. 


September 15th is the deadline for the RPA 
essay contest on the subject: Rationa’ism in the 
United States — Its Future and its Responsi- 
bilities, Send your essay (not over 500 words) 
to the RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., 162 West 
86th Street, New York 24, N.Y. In May, the 
organization heard author Howard Fast, talk on 
Lessons of History. An unusual feature of the 
meeting was a charge to cover expenses. At 
another meeting the group heard Prof. Henry 
Magid, of the Department of Philosophy of City 
College, speak on the subject John Stuart Mill 
and the Idea of God. The group also presented 
Osmond K. Fraenkel, Chief Counsel, The American 
Civil Liberties Union. Another time, a discussion 
group meeting was held on six historical Amer- 
icans: Paine, Jefferson, Washington, Lincoln and 
Grant. The discussion was based on Remsburg’s 
Six Historical Americans, introduced by Mr. Levy 
who led the discussion. 


The FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE an- 
nounces that the last payment has been made on 
its Thomas Paine Center. The cost was $20,000. 
They are planning other projects, such as an old 
folks home. 


The subject Is Atheism Growing in America? 
was the subject of two television programs in 
Los Angeles when Oscar Kolen, president of the 
FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALIFOR- 
NIA and the Hon. Culbert L. Olsen, president of 
the United Secularists of America were inter- 
viewed on the Paul Coates show. The third even- 
ing, a Cathoic layman was given time to set 
things back on a sound theistic foundation. The 
station, KTTV, received a huge pile of mail from 
viewers. 


The RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS 
heard Caroline Nations in a talk on Democracy 
in Education. She also told about the annual 
meeting of POAU which she attended in Atlanta. 
Richard Clark talked on The Economic Develop- 
ment of Religion and another lecture was James 
Kaigler’s talk on Wanted, A Better Phi'o-ophy. 
At the society’s meeting celebrating its tenth 
year, Eldon Scholl gave a History of Our Past 
Ten Years and Walter Hoops talked on Our Next 
Ter Years. E!don Scholl, secretary for ten vears. 
gave talks on the subject The History of Or- 
ganized Rationalism before the Humanists of 
St. Louis and the college group of the Unitarian 
Church. 
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For the first time Graham Chapel, on the 
campus of Washington University in St. Louis, 
heard a non-theological talk when Dr, 
Lamont, Professor of Philosophy of Columbia 
University in New York, gave a talk on the 
subject: Humanism, Science and Civil Liberties, 
sponsored by the Humanist Center. Dr. John J. 
Kessler of the Humanist Chapter had earlier 
given a talk before Humanists on the subject: 
God and Man at Washington University 


Corliss 


The Spanish Refugee Aid, Inc., completed its 
fifth year and in its annual financial report show- 
ed that over $50,000 had been contributed the past 
year to aid refugees of Redublican Spain now in 
France. Write to this organization for the report 
and literature at Room 421, 80 East llth St., 
New York City 3, N.Y. 


The WORLD UNION OF FREETHINKERS 
will hold a meeting in Brussels on August 29 to 
September 1st. One hotel has been filled by re- 
servations of members, delegates and friends of 
the organization. For information write to the 
president, C. Bradlaugh Bonner, 23, Streath- 
bourne Road, London, S.W. 17, England. 


A public debate on the subject Belief in God 
Justified? was held by the NATIONAL SECU- 
LAR SOCIETY in the Nottingham Branch meet- 


ing. 


Rationalist peer Lord Chorley lectured before 
the EAST SURREY HUMANIST GROUP on 
the subject The Life of a Rebel in the House of 
Lords. 


Avro Manhattan, author of many books, lectur- 
ed to the Central London Branch of the NATION- 
AL SECULAR SOCIETY on The Problem of 
Time: Science Fiction or Fact? 


The LEICESTER SECULAR SOCIETY (NSS) 
held its 77th anniversary celebration. The group 
has increased membership over the past year. 
At another meeting Dave Shipper lectured on 
The International Freethought Scene. 


The Brains Trust is on television every Sunday 
on the BBC in England and Dr. Bronowski has 
appeared many times despite violent attacks by 
the Catholic press. The program, which presents 
noted scientists, is exiled to the Third Program, 
which has the reputation of being watched by 
only a “handful of intellectuals.” Fred Hovle was 
amonz 2 panel of scientists who discussed The 
Evolution of Stars. Bertrand Russell spoke on 
the Third Program on the subject The World and 
The Observer. 


The NEW ZEALAND RATIONALIST AS- 
SOCIATION spent a day on Rangitoto Island 
and viewing manv unusual plants and the crater. 
Two university students gave talks on the flora 


and fauna of the island illustrating their talk 
with specimens they had gathered. At another 
program the group held an evening of informative 
films, a supper and a brain trust discussion panel 
of four members with questions coming from the 
audience. 


The Finnish Freethought magazine VAPAA 
AJATTELIJA (Free-Thinker) printed an article 
by Dave Shipper on Israel. Shipper writes to 
Finnish leader Erkki Jark&s in Norwegian since 
Shipper does not know Finnish and is answered 
in half Swedish and half Esperanto, The Dutch 
weekly De Vrijdenker reprinted Shipper’s article 


on Poland’s freethinkers from the American 
Rationalist. 
The POLISH SOCIETY FOR SECULAR 


SCHOOLS has about 60 schools providing edu- 
cation with a non-religious curriculum and is 
organized in 600 groups with an 18,000 member- 
ship. 


The Princess Marie Adelheid Reuss-zur-Lippe, 
a member of the Executive Committee of the 
GERMAN FEDERATION FOR RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM has been touring West German cities 
lecturing on Our Position Between Freethought 
and Religion. 


The FRENCH NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
FREETHINKERS broadcasts on the second Sun- 
day every month, with orators like Andre Lorulot, 
Jean Coutereau and ex-monk Georges Las Verg- 
nas. A protest was sent to the French Television 
authorities deploring pro-Catholic programs on 
Lourdes. The French Freethinker’s section in 
Algeria held a well-attended reunion. 


The Ziirich branch of the SWISS FREE- 
THOUGHT ASS'N. started issuing a branch bul- 
letin. The Polish Freethinkers are issuing a 
new magazine Euhemer. 


A new excellently produced British publication 
is The University Libertarian, which is an inde- 
pendent magazine for university Anarchists, 
Rationalists and Humanists. Subscriptions may 
be sent for 6 issues ($1) to editor Vic Mayes, 13 
Bannerman Ave., Prestwich, Manchester, Eng- 
land. 


In May the FREIEN RELIGIONSGEMEIN- 
SCHAFT RHEINLAND and the FREIERELI- 
GIOSEN GEMEINDE MAINZ opened their fine, 
new hall and community center. Their old estab- 
lishment became a war victim in 1945. 


The Vatican is the Las Vegas of Bingoism — 
there is dice in Para-dise but there is no bingo 
in limbo. 


CHRISTIANS! AWAKE! 


There’s something wrong with Christian folk. 
Sad is their plight today. 

That this is so, is evident, 
From what we hear them say. 

“We all are sinners’ they confess, 
“Are miserable too”. 

“We've done things we ought not, and left 
Undone, what we should do’. 


“By schism, all asunder rent; 
Distressed by heresy, 

Like sheep, we’ve gone astray”, they say. 
How true, this seems to be. 

“Mountains are moved by Faith” they tell, 
Though naught of this we see. 

Such Faith can only tend to breed 
Pernicious fallacy. 


Faith may work wonders; often does, 
As every thinker knows, 
But nothing supernatural, 

Does Faith, like their’s disclose. 
Christians! Awake! If you would know, 
Heed what Freethinkers say; 
Don’t fear to doubt; investigate! 

To TRUTH, it is the way. 


C.E.R. 





Officers of Pioneers of Independent 
L, to r.: Rec.-Sec’y Pat O’Conner, Tony Molnar, 


Thought. 


Mrs. Victor Cejka (Gee, her “kolachky” and 
coffee are good!), Victor Cejka and Otto Soukup. 
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LEARNING PROCESS 
and the 
MIND-BODY PROBLEM 


By HARRY E MONGOLD 


It seems to many that learning, recogniz- 
ing, generalizing, etc., are acts of the mind 
and not of the body, and that no experi- 
ments can be devised by psychologists that 
can show these acts being performed by the 
nervous system, glands, and muscles. This 
concept that the mind does things the body 
cannot do is a form of philosophical dual- 
ism. It holds that mind is an independent 
reality that somehow interacts with the body 
so that the latter will do its bidding, The 
objection to this concept h2s a'ways been 
that one means by “‘mind’ something that 
is a reflection of other things and not some- 
thing that has shape and mass. Since it has 
no shape or mass, it certainly cannot move 
things that do have shape and mass; in fact, 
mind is not something that moves or even 
has position, for it is only a sort of mirror- 
ing of things that do. 

It was inevitable that psychologists them- 
selves would be involved with this philo- 
sophical difficulty. Many of them, particular- 
ly those who favor the Gestalt school, write 
as though they suppose a body has an in- 
dependent mind that watches the world 
about it for a chance to satisfy its motives. 
A person learns the things that his insight 
shows him is useful to him, they say. This 
is not in itself very questionable, but—be- 
cause they refuse to analyze perception and 
learning to find their basic elements—they 
imply also that the insight itself is not some- 
thing that developed from previous states of 
the nervous system brought about by ex- 
perience, but something that belongs to mind 
(which really has no parts) and not to the 
nerves. 

The objectivist schools of psychology 
have opposed the use of statements that 
seem to speak of a mind that drives the 
body. Because of a different approach in 
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experimenting and also because of the use 
of different words to describe how an or- 
ganism learns, the objectivists (including be- 
haviorists and other physicalists) are usual- 
ly accused of naivete by the other schools 
of thought. Yet perhaps they simply are be- 
ing more careful to avoid words that im- 
ply that mind can move matter. 

A case in point is the use of the word 
“conditioning” by Pavlov. He this 
word to avoid suggesting an interactionist 
philosophy. 


used 


Lectures and articles reprinted 
in the recent “Experimenta! Psychology and 
Other Essays’”’ (Philosophical Library) often 
deal with this problem. Pavlov made it clear 
that he did not mean ever to say that peo- 
ple are as simple as dogs that salivate to 
the sound of a bel! (one of his famous ex- 
periments) but that somehow all learning 
must be a change in the physical body, 
particularly the inborn or 
previously learned response by the nerves 
to a pattern of sensations that had not hither- 
(The 
““sensation’’ is used here to refer to 
the objective phenomenon where such as 
light or sound waves arouse sense organs. ) 

In the book | have named is a printing of 
transcripts made at gatherings of Pavlov 
with his fellows each Wednesday. In these 
meetings Pavlov spoke heatedly and with 
exasperation about psychologists who did 
not understand his basic ideas. This natural- 
ly results in some inexact statements, but it 
makes interesting and revealing reading if 
carefully interpreted. 

Here | wish to quote from such a meet- 
ing to illustrate the misunderstanding of a 
leading Gestalt theorist of the word “‘con- 
ditioning.”” First Pavlov is reading from a 
book by Koehler: * ‘From our point of view 
(said Koehler) conditioned reflexes would 


fixing of an 


to been able to arouse this response 
word 


sound better than associations. However, | 
cannot regard this notion as being more 
fundamental than the notion of association. 
It can even be said that the so-called condi- 
tioned reflexes are simply particular cases 
of association.’ But that is exactly the case,” 
comments Pavlov, “this is not something 
that can be said, but which must be said.” 

From the subjective point of view, which 
Pavlov admitted to be real and of 
portance to the individual, one associates 
ideas with the sensations he receives. What 
associations one will have with any particu- 
lar stimulus situation depends a great deal 
on the condition of his central nervous sys- 
tem (i.e., the things a person has on his 
mind) at the time. This means that a hun- 
gry boy will have a different reaction upon 
seeing the refrigerator than the boy who 
may wish to hide behind it while playing 
hide and seek. All this seems obvious, but 
the Gestalt school is interested in emphasiz- 
ing that we perceive in “wholes” and plays 
down any attempt to analyze the mental 
processes into units—sensations or ideas that 
succeed one another. 

Pavlov suggested that the conditioned re- 
flex is the basis of learning, in the objective 
description. Considering a person objective- 
ly, we find that a certain sequence of events 
that arouses reflexive responses from him 
will leave a new habit of response that will 
appear at a later time. This is particularly 
so if the pattern of events, coupled always 
with a need or intention on his part, is re- 
peated on several occasions, but if he is in- 
tensely aware of it, only one occasion will 
suffice For example, a clerk will “‘get used” 
to seeing the mailman arrive at his office 
at a certain time, and if this clerk must him- 
self deal with mail upon its arrival, he is 
especially interested in the event, thus able 
to remember the time of arrival after only 
one or two days on the job. 


im- 


Pavlov'’s experiments on this type of 
thing were with animals other than man, as 
man is indeed complex. He found, as one 
should expect, that when an animal several 
times notices the sound of a bell or the 
small tingle of an electric contact just be- 
fore being fed a meat powder, he will soon 


begin to salivate to the sound of the bell 
or feel of the tingle, not waiting for the 
powder to arouse the innate reflex of saliva- 
tion. This is merely the most famous and 
simple of his experiments. On the founda- 
tion of such a simple matter are the human 
being’s long chains of reactions brought 
about by “higher order conditioning’ (con- 
ditionings built on conditionings). 

The Gestaltists like to say that one solves 
problems with insight, meaning by this 
something other than the use of conditioned 
responses. They speak of periods of overt 
trial and error, followed by periods of 
something like meditation, sudden insight, 
and action that produces the desired result. 
Pavlov, who had performed his own experi- 
ments with apes, rather de- 
scribes one of Koehler’s experiments: 

“When the ape is given the task of tak- 
ing hold of fruit suspended at a certain 
height, and when for the purpose of accom- 
plishing it he needs definite instruments, for 
example, a stick and some boxes, all his 
unsuccessful efforts to get the fruit are not, 
according to Koehler, proof of intelligence. 
This is simply the method of trial and error. 
When the ape becomes tired, . . . he gives 
up and remains for some time in sitting 


sarcastically 


AP AREA AGA AAA 


Off the Press! 


what you have been waiting for... 


HEAVENLY HUMOR 
THE RATIONALIST JOKE BOOK 


152 pages of jokes, every one on the 
subject of religion. 


An exclusive collection of the best in anti-clerical humor. 


You will value this book highly in your library. Handy 


to carry with you to use any time. 
$1.25 


(Third Selection of the Rationalist Book Club 


ORDER FROM 

AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 ST. LOUIS AVE. ST. LOUIS 6, MISSOURI 
tly pg Ga AE 8 Ny Sic, | CR AC CR IE, 


The American Rationalist « 15 








posture, When he has rested he tries again 
and succeeds in accomplishing his task. Ac- 
cording to Koehler, the apes’ intelligence is 
proved by the fact that he sits for a period 
without doing anything. .. . 

“And the fact that the ape uses a stick 
and places several boxes one on top of the 
other, this is not a manifestation of intel- 
ligence. When the ape acts, moves the boxes 
from one position to another, these are as- 
sociations. . . . But when the ape rests, when 
he is inactive, he performs certain intel- 
lectual work.” 

Of course we may admit that the ape 
may do some of his trial and error in his 
mind while sitting, but Pavlov’s point was 
that still the basis of intelligence is merely 
this trial and error and success. This is 
abundantly supported by introspection, and 
objective experiments suggest it as well as 
can be expected. 

“For it is the processes disregarded by 
Koehler,’ goes on Pavlov at this particular 
Wednesday meeting, “that are of greatest 
importance. . . . And | say that all this ac- 
tivity of the ape in trying now one, now 
another way . . . is the intelligence, the rea- 
soning in action. . . . This is a series of as- 
sociations; some of them have been acquired 
in the past, others are formed before your 
eyes, and are either combined, united into 
a positive whole, or, on the contrary, are 
gradually inhibited and lead to failure.” 
From the material in this book of Pavlov’s 
works, the basis of his 
“abundantly clear,” 
it. 


interpretation is 
as he often expressed 


CLERICAL HERESIES 


According to God’s true and changeless 
foreknowledge nothing could have occurred 
otherwise than it was truly foreknown by the 
God before creation. God's knowledge 
comprehends all, even the infinite. What 
He knows, he knows from eternity. His 
knowledge is not subject to change; it is 
identical with his essence (The Jewish En- 
cylopedia, under Providence, New York, 
1905.) 

Gregory S. SMELTERS 
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The mind can be an intellectual castle of culture 
and knowledge amid the squalor and waste of 
the universe. 

7. x x 

Freedom is the maintenance of institutions on 
merit and not on privilege. 

* * * 

The colossus of Thomas Paine is an invisible 
monument to achievement, straddling two con- 
tinents. 

* i‘ *” 
od did not create immortality for 


Man created God for immortality. 
* * 


Man 


Epigrams are the quipped cream of experience. 
* * i 


The bible-belt is in ortho-dixie. 
* . *~ 
The backbone is the bone of intention. 
* + ok 
Hospitals are holier than tabernacles and 
schools are nobler than cathedrals. 
* * * 
The most radiant matter is reading matter — 
illuminating the most remote minds. 


* 


Rational life is a struggle with hope. 


Capital punishment: The state is the assassin’s 
assassin. 
* * 1 
The Roman (Bingo) church is the Monte Carlo 
of Christianity. 


Christian Science is an Eddy in the waters 
of Lourdes-on-the-Charles. 
a ts * 

Christianity is good intentions based on bad 

premises leading to error and persecution. 
«x * * 
Humanism is not aggrandizement of man but 
the enrichment of all life. 
History is not always the trusty guide but it 
is the best thing we have besides reason’s imagi- 
nation. 


* od * 


Civilization is the redemption of individual ef- 


fort — concrete human immortality. 
* ok * 
The negroes have written the greatest success 
story in history in a hundred years — it is 


blindness to brand them inferior. 


IS THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION (ARF) 


ON THE RIGHT TRACK ? 


It seems proper and fitting that these 
remarks should be presented on the eve of 
the 3rd convention of the ARF. When the 
majority of the active, organized Freethought 
societies left the United Secularists of Amer- 
ica, they did so in protest against one-man 
rule, mismanagement and deceit. (Those 
groups which chose to remain have since 
had ample opportunity to confirm the cor- 
rectness of the dissident’s position. ) 

We pledged ourselves to avoid past mis- 
takes, guarantee democratic control, fiscal 
responsibility and complete honesty in re- 
porting to our autonomous societies the 
work done by the Executive Board in be- 
tween conventions. Our past conventions 
have demonstrated the democratic charac- 
ter of ARF and a series of internal bul- 
letins have kept our member societies in- 
formed about our finances and activities. 

The Organizing Committee submitted a 
report of its work at the Philadelphia con- 
vention of 1957 and told in detail of the 
plans it had worked out and the techniques 
it intended to use. Since then two new 
societies have joined in San Diego and 
Chicago. Furthermore, 14 state-wide so- 
cieties in 25 states have been established. 
Nine more states are being canvassed now 
with the goal to finish a nation-wide survey 
by year's end, Organizing work is in pre- 
paration in Detroit, Cleveland, Oklahoma 
City, Seattle and several other communities. 

The response of the efforts of the Organ- 
izing Committee of ARF has been truly 
magnificent. Freethinkers from all over the 
country have expressed their joy and ap- 
proval of the work done to bring them 
closer together. Thanks to the wholeheart- 
ed cooperation of ““The Ame-ican Ration- 
alist’’ in providing names and contacts, the 
Organizing Committee has been able to send 
its news-sheet “‘Rationalist News’ to many 
thousands of isolated Freethinkers and many 
of them now feel that thev do not stand 
alone anymore but are backed by thceusands 
of like-minded friends. No other group or 


magazine — in spite of repeated requests, 
has provided names and addresses, a sad 
commentary on the still existing lack of 
cooperation in such a worthwhile under- 
taking. 

Thanks to the generosity of some friends, 
all state-wide society members have been 
supplied with leaflets, pamphlets and other 
propaganda material and all states have now 
either state secretaries or contact men will- 
ing to help in the building up of a nation- 
wide movement. 

In Philadelohia provision was made to al- 
low individual membership in states where 
no affiliated societies exist. Where ARF has 
organized groups individuals are urged to 
join them. 

Do these measures — inadequate as they 
may be in view of the fact that only 
voluntary help has been available — lay the 
foundation for a healthy growth of ARF? 
Is it true as some of our enthusiastic mem- 
bers have told us that we are now on the 
threshold of a renaissance of the American 
Freethought movement? No attempts have 
been made for a long, long time to build a 
national organization. The existing national 
groups are either only subscriber-to-mag- 
azines entities (individuals become “‘mem- 
bers’’ when they subscribe to a magazine) 
or exist almost completely only on paper. 
Nothing has been done in years to correlate 
the activities and to bring them together 
besides some well-meaning appeals which 
fell on deaf ears. 

The present state-wide groups can become 
the nucleus of strong and powerful societies. 
They can form the cell around which the 
thousands of non-church people can gather 
to find an outlet for their opposition to 
bigotry and spiritual exploitation. Many of 
these people will come to us if we can pre- 
sent a sensible, positive, and _ rationalistic 
program to them. If the work done during 
the last year is maintained, progress seems 
assured. Our membership is bound to grow 
and our activities become known and ap- 
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preciated. We can become the strongest 
single power for Freedom in America and 
gain the respect and cooperation of other 
groups which at present have a rather con- 
descending attitude towards us rebels. The 
time wi.l come wnen our work will surpass 
by iar anything being done today pecause 
we speak tne language of the American 
people. We are of the people and can 
mobilize them into action. In the best Amer- 
ican tradition we can proclaim “Don't tread 
on us!’ and take the offensive on all fronts 
against clerical infiltration. We have been 
on the defensive long enough. Let's give 
inem the fight they seem to be itching for! 
May the Milwaukee convention provide 
another milestone in the history of Ration- 
a.ism, Freethought and Secularism. 
Organizing Committee, ARF. 


SUPERNATURALISM 


by Everett C. Oman 

Christians like to think that their churches 
are citadels of morality. There is little bas- 
is for such a claim, and there is evidence 
on every side of their failure to do the 
enormous good that they could do. 

In my small town, we have cases of 
children and grown-up men and women 
who live lives of misery due to mental ill- 
ness which, | say, is mostly a development 
of their religion. These cases are almost 
always the devout Christians in the various 
churches; completely under the control and 
guidance of their church. 

Christians may deny their guilt in the 
creation of these tragedies, but they can- 
not deny that they are failing to help these 
unfortunate persons. 

I know a woman who is now about forty 
years old. I have known her since she was 
She never mixed with the rest 
of the young people in the community. She 
never mixed with boys and she was always 
painfully self-conscious in public. 

As is usually the case, she was reared to 
put her religion first. And as is usually the 
case, her mother is and was the guiding 


a teenager. 
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hand which encourages her to center her 
mind on religion. 

A few years ago this girl was committed 
to a mental institution. Now she is back 
and she is a somewhat different person. She 
somehow has lost her terrific self-conscious- 
ness, and now she can talk to one of the 
opposite sex without turning red and being 
in sheer misery. The practical doctors at 
the mental institution did what her church 
failed to do, bring her face to face with 
reality. Somehow they made the girl like 
herself in spite of the indoctrination of dev- 
out religion which does the opposite in so 
many cases. 

In this case, even though the church 
might free itself of the guilt of this girl’s 
upbringing. (And they can't even do that), 
they have to accept the responsibility for the 
fact that while they practically ran this girl's 
life for thirtv-five years, they did not do 
one gooc thing for her but 
continue her misery. 


make and 


1 know another girl now in her early 
thirties. I knew her before when she was in 
her early twenties. It will be remarkable if 
she also is not in a mental institution in a 
short time. Her mother is sending her let- 
ters constantly, religious letters. Her whole 
life outside of her job is religion. Her mind 
is of the narrowest and she is not only miser- 
able herself, but she makes everyone around 
her miserable. 

Again, while religion may shun the re- 
sponsibility for the creation of this case, it 
cannot evade responsibility for doing nothing 
constructive and worthwhile for such people 

A man, in his late thirties, in my town is 
an exact duplicate of these case: above. 
Some of us have tried to get him to take 
the Carnegie course to break him loose from 
the narrow thinking that makes him so miser- 
able. But he has a mother, who. in the 
name of her religion, seems to hold a whip 
hand. He will live and die a bachelor, as 
these other cases will live and die old maids. 
That, of course, would not be too bad if 
that was all. But their lives are lives of 
sheer internal hell and misery, self-denial, 
religious guilt and the simple fact that they 


do not know themselves, accept themselves 
or like anyone who does not wholely agree 
with them and their religions. 

Our churches cannot shun the responsibility 
for these cases. There is too much evidence 
in every city in the land. 


THE FALLACY OF PRAYER 


by Samuel A. Mann 


People are continuously relating exper- 
iences which they consider examples of 
proof that prayers are answered, but their 
glaring misconceptions of what constitutes 
factual evidence of the efficacy of prayer 
are insults to ordinary intelligence. Their 
next baby has the exceedingly limited choice 
of being either boy or girl: if they pray for 
a boy and it is a boy, they offer it as 
convincing proof that a prayer has been 
answered. 

Newspapers and magazines, catering to 
the public’s acceptance of prayer, will play 
up stories affirming its miraculous powers. 
A short while ago the newspapers reported 
an interview with a Brooklyn woman who 
had won $140,000 on a ticket in the Irish 
sweepstakes. She told how she had prayed 
ardently, credulously and persistently to her 
favorite saint to intercede with the Lord to 
help her win. What better proof can there 
fe that prayers are answered than the fact 
that this woman had prayed to win and 
won? 

But lets not embarrass the Lord by casting 
reflections on his sportsmanship. In order 
to help the woman to win the Lord would 
obviously have to manipulate the game in 
her favor. Nobody wants to bet on a fixed 
race; yet if God answers the prayer of a 
bettor by arranging for him to win, the 
race is fixed. 

A national magazine once printed a pic- 
ture of a young girl spectator at a high school 
football game, showing her looking heaven- 
ward with her hands clasped, imploring the 
Lord to help her team win. Her team did 
win. We always thought that football and 


baseball contests were held to determine 
athletic superiority and that fair play and 
sportsmanship was the rule. If the ympire 
had known what was going on behind his 
back between the Lord and the girl he would 
have yelled “Foul!” 

Those, of course, are typical examples 
from ordinary narrow-minded and _ super- 
stitious people. But the super-editors of 
mass-circulation national magazines are not 
supposed to be illogical. How, then, did the 
following bloomer get by the judicious edi- 
tors of The Catholic World and the Reader’s 
Digest who allowed it to be printed and 
reprinted in their July 1955 issues? 

Mr. Llewellyn J. Scott, therein mentioned, 
conducted a mission house for destitute 
derelicts off the streets. One morning he sat 
at his desk examining his mail. The first 
letter he opened contained a bill for forty 
dollar; from his butcher. But the treasury 
of his poorly financed institution was without 
funds. He knew that the butcher must be 
paid, for without further credit he could not 
provide food for his proteges. What to do? 

He left the rest of his mail unopened, 
went into the chapel and prayed for finan- 
cial asistance. When he returned to his desk, 
the very next letter contained a check for 
fifty dollars from a contributor. Now he tells 
about it as a triumphant argument in support 
of prayer. Please don’t embarrass him by 
asking him to explain how come the check 
was mailed and on his desk before he began 
to pray. 

I: his book, Faith Is Power For You, Dr. 
Danel A. Poling advises, sensibly enough, 
that a right way to pray is to ask God for 
personal benefits only when they would not 
detract from or injure others — not to pray 
for viztory if it means a worthy one’s defeat; 
not tc pray for our own gain if it means 
another's loss. 

But further in the book Dr. Poling re- 
verses himself deplorably. He tells how in 
1936, during a financial crisis that involved 
his New Hampshire property, he and his 
family “‘prayed constantly”’ for relief. Along 
came a devastating New England hurricane 
which tore down a great area of valuable 
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timber on the property. The sale of that 
uprooted timber provided the needed funds 
to solve the Poling family’s money problem. 


Dr. Poling called that God's way of 
answering his prayer. We are expected to 
presume that the death and destruction 
wrought by the hurricane over a great por- 
tionof New England was all unavoidably 
necessary because God could not think of 
any other way to answer the prayer of one 
particular individual. 


Evangelist Billy Graham comes up with 
another instance of “positive” proof that a 
prayer has been answered. The story was 
told in the January 1956 issue of the 
Christian Herald and reprinted in the Jan- 
uary 1956 issue of Readers Diges’t. 

To launch Billy Graham's first radio 
program required an initial $25,000, which 
the promoters didn’t have. When the project 
seemed doomed to failure for lack of funds, 
Billy Graham, believing that the Lord willed 
him to be on the air, prayed that God 
would “place in his hands $25,000 by 
midnight"”’ of a designated date. As the time 
allotted to God to provide the funds neared 
its end, contributions of pledges and cash 
had reached a total amount of $23,500. 


“No,” said Billy, “my prayer has not 
yet been answered. We asked the Lord for 
$25,000. It’s got to be all or nothing.’ He 
returned to his hotel, and what do you 
know? — there he found three letters 
containing contributions for exactly $1500. 
Which supposedly proves that his prayer 
was answered. 


Note, however, that right there Billy 
Graham stopped counting. More contribu- 
tions were on the way in — contributions 
coming in at that rate do not cease abruptly: 
in fact, they have been coming in thick and 
fast ever since to this very day — but Billy 
conveniently stopped counting at the point 
of $25,000 so that he could boast that the 
amount he received coincided precisely with 
the amount he had prayed for. The fact that 
it had reached that point by midnight still 
does not exclude the possibility of it being 
pure coincidence. 
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The Space-traveller’s 
Quest 


by H. A, Rogerson 


Far into space I travelled from the friendly 
shores of Earth, 
Deep into the Cosmos wandered from the land 
that gave me birth, 
Seeking, seeking ever seeking for Man’s lost 
Divinity, 
(But I never, never found Him, 
His face from me.) 


for he hid 


In our own dear Solar System life abounds in 
every form, 
In the distant dark galaxies shapes fantastic 
are the norm; 
Oft I saw the censers swinging as the faithful 
knelt in prayer, 
Oft I heard the anthems 
fragrant incense rare. 


ringing, smelt the 


In the hidden secret places of the Temple of 
Rhastog 
I saw the Kravs eviscerate a 
Martian hog; 
For the Gods of Wrath were angry, 
Gods of Pain were bored, 
Brautolv had rolled his thunder, and Maltzch 
had flashed his sword. 


screaming 


and the 


I saw a tribe of people on a barren asteroid, 
Praying for extinction in the mighty cosmic 
void; 
A people near starvation, without water, meat 
nor grain, 
Blindly trusting Petraltaz would release them 
from their pain. 


On Mars they take the livers of the virgins of 
their race 
To distil rare oils for Qualqua, who has sworn 
to show his face; 


He will reveal his features on the Day of 
Parabaild, 
But that day is long in coming, and his 


features still are veiled. 


The Uranians hurl! their first-born in a lake of 
boiling brine, 
(For ‘tis in the Code of Jolkazand, 
ancient laws divine,) 
The priests enforce this doctrine as an 
adamantine rule, 
But exemption may be granted for a payment 
at the pool. 


their 


Fonstabelm saved Pluto from extinction by the 
sun, 
Or so Plutonian pastors say when converts 
must be won; 
(Though how that frozen planet ever knew the 
threat of flame 
Is a dark and holy mystery, but a mystery 
just the same.) 


The people of Lemansis built a palace for their 
god, 
Toiling neath the sacrei whip, under the 
blessed rod; 
Their god is slow to occupy his rich palatial 
home, 
So the bishops keep the palace warm, waiting 
for him to come. 


A planet turns round Sirius, bathed in the 
Dogstar’s light, 
With a race of monstrous creatures that 


offend the human sight, 
They are made in Lungram’s image, theologians 
agree, 
With a thousand ears 
thousand eyes to see; 


to hear him and a 


With a hundred throats to praise him and a 
hundred knees to kneel; 
With a hundred hands to lay down gold and 
jewels before his stele; 
Hideous Lungram rules that planet with Sirius 
for its sun, 
And they never can escape him, for they have 
no feet to run. 


The Andromedian Rhangats are a people most 
devout, 
I saw them flog a Zangar with a consecrated 
knout; 
Saw them pin him to their altar with a poniard 
through his brain, 


While they told their beads and pleaded 
Grangrinore to send them rain. 
On Skalk they worship Grolkum, who was 


broken on the rack, 
On Yanf they pray to Molgan who bore lice 
upon his back; 
On Thrarn they throw their 
burning Pit of Krimm, 
(That was the mode of Tchalka’s death, and 
all must follow him.) 


ancients in the 


On Klanitz, when the sun was low, I saw them 
drink the blood 
Of Knopsh, the sacred lizard, who has Tarkol 
brains for food; 
Red is the gold, golden the grain the 
take for this boon, 
And widespread is the poverty 
Klanitz moon. 


priests 


beneath the 


The Nangts have slaved for Vantag for five 
million years or more, 
And none has seen in wages more than half 
a Thalagor; 
Five million years of waiting for the Dawn of 
Kalamat, 
And the Nangts grow ever leaner, while the 
priests wax ever fat. 


The monks of Almadanus have a custom very 


old 
Of torturing the faithful for a payment made 
in gold, 
They teach that pain is pleasure and that agony 
is blest, 


And a life that ends in torment brings the 
soul eternal rest. 


Round the Universe I roamed in search of God, 
our risen Lord, 
Seeking for his Mercy, listening for a whisper 
of His Word; 


Worshippers I found in plenty, though their 
creeds did not agree, 
But I never, never found Him, for He hid 
Himself from me. 
* 


The Creed of Science 


To love justice, to long for the right, to 
love mercy, to pity the suffering, to assist 
the weak, to forget wrongs and remember 
benefits — to love the truth, to be sincere, 
to utter honest words, to love liberty. to 
wage relentless war against slavery in all its 
forms, to love wife and child and friend, to 
make a happy home, to love the beautiful 
in art, in nature, to cultivate the mind, to 
be familiar with the mighty thoughts that 
genius has expressed, the noble deeds of all 
the world, to cultivate courage and cheer- 
fulness, to make others happy, to fill life 
with the splendor of generous acts, the 
warmth of loving words, to discard error, 
to destroy pre‘udice, to receive new truths 
with gladness, to cultivate hope, to see the 
calm beyond the storm, the dawn beyond 
the night, to do the best that can be done 
and then to be resigned—this is the religion 
of reason, the creed of science, This satisfies 
the heart and brain. 


—Robert G. Ingersoll. 
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Editor’s Comment: 

This is the first page from a folder 
explaining fully and well the reasons 
behind the fight for the Repeal of Pa- 
rochial School Tax Exemption in the 
State of California. 

Lord Nelson, about to close with the 
combined French and Spanish fleets at 
Trafalgar, broke out signal flags mean- 
ing, “England expects this day that 
every man will do his duty”. Californian 
Rationalists, this is your Trafalgar! 

Send your contributions to Californians 
For Public Schools, either at 5225 Wil- 
shire Blvd., Los Angeles, or 988 Market 
Street, San Francisco. 


‘Repeal Parochial School 
Tax Exemption? 
Vote YES!”’ 


This will clear up some points on whether 
tax exemption for property of private and 
parochial schools under college level should 
be repealed. An initiative measure so to 
amend our State Constitution will be on 
the ballot in 1958. It was sponsored by 
men and women in all walks of life. A public 


demand for this was evident from the 
avalanche of qualified signatures — many 
thousands over the required number — ob- 


tained in the shortest time in the history of 
our State. 

We are not “anti” anyone. Rather, we 
are “pro” public schools, “‘pro’’ the Ameri- 
can way of life. We are tolerant, but not to 
the point of license nor of false moderation. 
And this is NOT a religious war. Many of 
the sects that receive most of the exemption 
benefits feel as we do about the competitive 
parochial schools. Michael Davitt, founder 
of the Irish Land League and a leading 
Roman Catholic revolutionist, saw the issue 
clearly as early as 1906 when he battled 
British rule. In a controversy with the Roman 
Catholic Bishops of his Davitt 


wrote: 


country, 


“The growing experience of progressive 
civilization is coming to see that the Amer- 


ican system of universal and free secular 
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education is the best all-round plan yet 
devised.” 

Many, perhaps most, good adherents of 
the Roman Catholic Church gladly send 
their children to public schools. Many also 
feel it is not right to ask public funds for 
parochial schools that compete with the pub- 
lic schools. The honorable Andrews Jacobs, 
former member of Congress for Indiana, also 
a Roman Catholic, expressed in Congress 
these 
parochial schools: 

“Early this year | stated that in my opin- 
ion we could not wisely, nor constitutionally 
use public funds in support of parochial 
schools Religious freedom is a two- 
way street. We are free to establish and 
utilize our parochial schools or utilize pub- 
lic schools, as we choose , . . Our parochial 
schools are an adjunct of our religion, es- 
tablished for educational use instead of us- 
ing public schools, solely for sake of the 
child’s religious training.” 

The truth of the matter, if you consider 
student attendance, is that about ninety per 
cent of the tax exemption benefit goes to 
that one sect. For, by its own figures in 
the Lundberg case, as of 1952-1953, it had 
about ninety per cent more student attend- 
ance than all the other private schools com- 
bined. Since then, with the rapid growth 
of new parochial school buildings, this at- 
tendance must have snowballed. Figures re- 
leased by the California State Board of 
Eqgaulization show that from 1953 to 1957, 
the amount of property of private non-col- 
legiate schools taken off the tax rolls had 
skyrocketed from 14 to over 53 millions 
of dollars! Think of the millions upon mil- 


views regarding public subsidies to 


lions extra tax load put upon you—the 
taxpayer! And it grows greater by the 
hour! 


But more important than the mere dollars 
and cents aspect is this: If the argument is 
sound that the public should support the 
parochial schools, then each sect in self- 
protection would want to conduct its own 
schools. There are 256 established religious 
sects in this country. If each were to forsake 
the public schools in favor of running its 
own schools, we would have more than 256 


different kinds of schools under college 
level! The children of our land would be 
split into just that many scholastic fragments. 
They would be hopelessly divided into 
schools which wage war upon each other's 
theories, not only of religion but of govern- 
ment as well. It is easy to see what a be- 
wildering hodgepodge of American disunity 
would follow. Or, even worse, if the dom- 
inant sect should gain the monopoly it seeks 
on all education, and as its papal encyclicals 
and school books clearly demand, there 
would be parochial schools of that one sect 
only, as is the case today in Columbia, in 
Spain, and Italy. The end result, in either 
event, would cripple our public schools be- 
yond repair. The America as we know it 
would be no more. 

These are the type of threats that caused 
four Justices of the United States Supreme 
Court in the recent Everson case to say: 

“Two great drives are constantly in mo- 
tion to abridge, in the name of education, 
the complete division of religion and civil 
authority which our forefathers made. One 
is to introduce religious education and ob- 
servance into the public schools. The other 
to obtain public funds for the aid and sup- 
port of various private religious schools.” 


Unless you can interest young people in Ra- 
tionalism by providing facilities for teaching their 
children its principles and for social activities, 
Rationalism as a movement is a ‘dead duck”. 
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THE CULTIVATION 
OF IGNORANCE 


by Ira D. Cardiff, Ph.D. 


American citizenry depends chiefly on 
newspapers, magazines and books for its 
information on political matters. Upon the 
thousands of the two former which are 
making a profit from the sale of advertising, 
small dependence can be placed in their 
“information’’ with reference to political or 
quasi-political questions. In this field, the 
general public is about as often misinformed 
as enlightened. The offense of these journals 
is more often one of omission rather than 
commission. Very frequently highly im- 
portant news will be completely suppressed, 
or at times given an inconspicuous position 
in a paper. 

(When I commenced re-reading the manu- 
script of this, it dawned upon my old-fash- 
ioned intellect that | have aged, in fact 
am completely out of date. Newspapers, so- 
called, are now purchased for the “funnies” 
and the crossword puzzles, magazines for 
and books, oh, well, 
they are almost completely passé.) 

There are, however, in the country a few 
dependable and non-advertising journals to 
which we may turn for the facts, though oc- 
casionally one of these may have its bias; 
therefore one needs to know of this bias 
in order to be safe. Permit me to illustrate. 
| have long subscribed to one of the best 
and oldest non-advertising magazines in the 
country. In it | have great confidence; how- 
ever, | am cognizant of the fact that its 
editor is a Jew, and any question impinging 
upon this much-abused people rarely recieves 
entirely objective treatment in this journal. 
| was for many years also subscriber to two 
very liberal magazines. Recently, both have 
passed into Roman Catholic control. On 
political, historical, religious or social mat- 
After a 
person has read and enjoyed the critical, 
analytical pages of these formerly-splendid 
journals for many years, the present editions 


fiction or cartoons, 


ters, neither is now of any value. 
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cause him to shudder. They are but hideous 
ghosts of their former selves, or more cor- 
rectly grotesque caricatures —— previously 
media of highest virtue now groveling pros- 
titutes. 

Likewise, the shameful cowardice of many 
books of history which essay to analyze 
social and political conditions, yet avoid 
mentioning the most salient factor in the 
complex of controlling events is astounding. 
| have before me a recently-published (°53) 
volume, by a reputable American university 
press, attempting analysis of our foreign re- 
lations during the past three or four decades, 
and, believe it or not, neither the Roman 
Catholic Church or any of its political 
minions are so much as mentioned. The 
author has otherwise furnished a well writ- 
ten dissertation upon some of the events 
and thought of the period; however, the 
political forces in question are anything but 
simple. They are numerous and complex 
in the extreme, and amid this welter and 
wilderness of political and social forces. 
none was more potent than that of the 
richest, most powerful, most reactionary in- 
stitution in the world. It has been in every 
important political movement during the 
past half century, either in the forefront as 
a causative agent or behind the scenes — 
still possibly the causative agent, very often 
the agent provocateur. Should this situation 
be called to the attention of the author, 
he, doubtless, would blame the publisher. 
for no “reputable” publisher would dare 
publish the truth about the Roman Catholic 
church and the part it plays in contemporary 
history. It is the most sacred of all the 
“sacred cows." | am reminded of a public 
lecturer from a Knife and Fork Club (an 
organization which furnishes public lecturers 
for thousands of American audiences). | 
asked this man, who was shortly to lecture 
on Poland (circa 1946) if he intended to 
give us the “low-down” on the Polish 
question. He replied “Surely not! To tell 
the truth about Poland would be worse than 
telling an off-colored story before a mixed 
audience.” Therefore, an intelligent audience 
audience of a couple of hundred spent an 
evening listening to the well-informed man 
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it had substantially paid to enlighten it 
about Poland, while he indulged in an hour 
of double talk, then another hour dodging 
questions or equivocating in regard to them, 
all as a compliment or obsequiousness to 
the “only true church.” 


FROM JAPAN 


by Dave Shipper 


An interesting report has reached me 
from Nobuo IIzuka, the editor of the Japa- 
nese Humanist Society's monthly bulletin. 

My correspondent, professor of German 
literature at the Kokugokuin University in 
Tokyo, informs me that membership of the 
Society has now grown to 120. It was 
“about fifty’’ when Ichiro Hara wrote me 
last year, and is increasing month by month. 
A general meeting is held in Tokio once a 
month and this generally takes the form of 
a lecture on the philosophy of some leader, 
past or contemporary, and is followed by 
questions and a discussion. 

Lectures held so far have been: — Marx- 
ism and Humanism, by S. Yamamuro; My 
Humanism, by R. Mutai; Has Each Culture 
its own Spirit? by M. Muramatsu; On 
Gandhi and Nehru, by T. Sakamoto; Paul 
Valery and Humanism, by T. Muramatsu; 
The World-State Movement, by K. Katagi; 
Negro Writers, by F. Hashimoto; Toynbee’s 
Philosophy of History, by S. Yamamoto; 
Martin Buber and His Social Philosophy, by 
S. Hasegawa; The Problems of Mass Society 
of Jaspers, by M. IIzima; American Society, 
by S. Ikejima; Professor Kanjiro Kawai—a 
Japanese Freethinker, by K. Yamamoto. — 
Readers will note an interesting and varied 
program. The aims and Objects of the 
Society are: A. To conduct research into 
the anti-social elements in Japanese life. 
B. The education of the younger generation 
in the name of humanism. C. The introduc- 
tion of the philosophy of Western and of 
Asiatic humanists. 

The Society has now issued 4 volumes 
in its ‘Modern Humanism Series’, each 280 


pages. Titles: 1. Historical Development of 
Humanism; 2. Problems of Modern Human- 
ism; 3. Asia and Humanism; and 4. Hum- 
anists in the 20th Century. 

The Society has not as yet encountered 
any opposition, writes Mr. Ilzuka, and this 
can be accounted for firstly by the present 
size of the Society and secondly, by the 
fact that religion in Japan is in a generally 
weak state at present. 

To sum up — the Japanese Humanist 
Society shows healthy signs of expansion 
and activity and may well outnumber the 
weaker religious sects in a few years time. 


A Diabolic Confession 


A letter which appeared in LA VOZ OF 
JUAREZ (Mexico), July 1, 1957. 


Name of writer withheld. 


This humble teacher, desiring to collabo- 
rate iin informing the public of the male- 
ficent effects caused by a Mexican priest in 
the exercise of his ministry, desires to ex- 
pose the case, which he claims to have wit- 
nessed personally: 

“In 1938 my loyal wife died. We had 
been married in the civil, not religious man- 
ner, and now, as she lay on her deathbed, 
my mother-in-law (an ignorant, fanatical 
catholic) arrived and immediately ordered 
that a priest be called in from Hue’‘tla in 
order to confess the dying and administer 
the last rites of his church. He arrived at 
my home August 12, 1938. My wife was 
in her last agony and could not answer his 
guestioning. 

“He then turned to me, and when he dis- 
covered that I was a Protestant, he told me 
that the first Protestant in the Roman world 
was Martin Luther, the most abhorred ene- 
my of his church, | felt | had to answer him 
categorically: 

‘“* “See here,’ I said, ‘] am the master of 
my person and my conscience, of my acts 
also, and though | do not frequent temples 
to profess christianity publicly, in my per- 


sonal acts and demeanor | may be more of 
a christian than those who confess daily in 
church.’ 

“He then proposed a religious marriage 
ceremony and | agreed, as he threatened 
that the soul of my dying wife might suffer 
hell's torments in the afterlife unless she 
were married in the Catholic manner. He 
charged me 25 pesos, which I did not have 
at the moment. Needless to say | was 
indignant, for here was a priest of Mammon, 
not of souls, who had no power to save 
souls—if souls exist, 

“Even if there were an omnipotent god 
I'd still consider such a ‘confession’ null and 
void. To me it seemed entirely inhuman, 
unnatural, anti-moral. 

‘Later on | passed him on the street. He 
recognized me, giving me a wrathful glance, 
but said nothing. Muy bien.” 


Award for Tolerance 


from “La Pensee” of Belgium 


(translated by Paul PuvrezZ) 


Several French rationalist organizations in 
conjunction with the daily paper “Le Canard 
Enchainee” have announced an award, called 
“Prix du Chevalier de la Barre’ for a film, long 
or short of French or foreign origin which 
stresses the spirit of tolerance or denounces the 
evils of intolerance whatever its source. This 
award is the beginning of a campaign aimed at 
liberating the movie industry from religious in- 
terference. 

Chevalier de la Barre, a young officer of 19 
years, was accused of pulling down a crucifix 
of worm-eaten wood which had been erected 
300 years ago on a bridge over which de la 
Barre’s friend managed to escape. The bishop 
of Amiens started proceedings against the young 
officer who was tortured and put to death on 
July 10, 1766. Voltaire used this case in his 
famous attacks on the French hierarchy. A 
monument was erected in de la Barre’s honor 
in 1907 in Montmartre not far from one of the 
ugliest churches, Sacre Coeur. Paris also named 
a street after him. 

* 


In much in life, quality it better than quan- 
tity—support planned parenthood. 
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EDITOR'S COMMENT: 


THUS SAITH THE HORSE’S MOUTH! 


THE WANDERER 
Issue of December 29, 1955 
The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. 
Archdiocese of St. Paul 
251 Summit Avenue St. Paul, Minn. 
Director: The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas, Ph.D.; S.T.D. 
Assistant Director: Rev. Raymond A. Lucker, M.A. 


THE CATHOLIC PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER 
According to Very Rev. Francis J. Connel, S.T.D., “Morals 
In Politics and Professions’? (Newman Press, Westminster, Md.) 


“What is greater than to rule souls, to mold the conduct of 
youth? I consider him who knows how to form the souls of 
the young more excellent than any painter or sculptor” — 
(St. John Chrysostom). 


1. Does the Catholic Church disapprove of the public schoo! ? 

It does not disapprove of the various branches of learning 
which the public school teaches (provided they contain nothing 
against the teachings and laws of God) but it disapproves of 
the public school in so far as it excludes religion and thereby 
fails to give the child a complete education. 


2. May a Catholic teach in a public school? 

Since the objectionable feature of public schools is something 
negative, the lack of something required to make a child's 
education complete, and not something intrinsically wrong, it 
is lawful for a Catholic to accept a position in a public school. 
Moreover, since there is a question of forming the impression- 
able minds and hearts of youth, it is desirable that only persons 
with high ethical and moral ideals occupy the positions of 
teachers. (Fr. James Keller). 


3. How account for the attitude of aloofness towards the parish 
and parish priest on the part of some Catholic public-school 
teachers ? 

Some consider themselves superior by reason of their education 
to the people of the parish (although they could do an immense 
amount of good if they helped these people with parish Con- 
fraternity projects). Some fear that they would jeopardize 
their position or their channels of promotion if they identified 
themselves too openly with their Church. Still others are 
resentful because they have in their classroom children who 
have been dismissed from the parochial school. 


4. What should be the attitude of a Catholic public-school 
teacher towards religion? 

She is not permitted, of course, to take the initiative in ex- 
pounding the supernatural truths of Catholicism; under the 
circumstances such a procedure might cause harm to the cause 
of religion. But if asked by a pupil to explain the Church's 
stand on a particular point, as for example, evolution, she 
should do so clearly and adequately (A _ spiritual, immortal 
SOUL can originate only from God through creation; the 
human BODY could evolve from an animal body, but at present 
scientific proofs are lacking). If her textbook contains erroneous 
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Allow me again to express my 
appreciation to you all, my friends, 
in AR for the great work that you 
have already accomplished in so 
short a time. 

With best wishes, 

Ben Parnell, 
Louisiana 
* * 

Your editorial “Missiles and 
Mythology impressed me most fa- 
vorably and I am ordering several 
copies of it from St. Louis for 
general distribution. 

Herman Stern, 
N. Y 


Dear Mr, Stern: 

Let me thank you for your sug- 
gestion about a biographical film 
based upon the life of Thomas 
Paine and for calling attention to 
the material available for such 
subject. Spyros P. Skouras, 

President 
20th Century Fox 
st + * 

I find.the “American Rationalist” 
very interesting.— I got it through 
the London “Freethinker”, which I 
have read for many years. 

Wishing your organization every 
success. 

Constance Tarling, 
New Zealand. 
* * * 

The May issue of AR is extra- 
ordinary in more ways than one. 
Your editorials are always surerb 
More power to you and rationalism 
in general! 

Dewey Collett, 
* * * 

Certainly enjoy reading your fine 
magazine ‘‘Rationalist.”” There is 
no other published in America that 
can equal it. It is truly a magazine 
for thinking people, by thinking 


“CATHOLIC ACTION” IN 
THE OPEN 

Ministers at several Protestant 
churches in Billings spent Satur- 
day attempting to erase the work 
of vandals who spray-painted signs 
on the buildings which read ‘“Make 
America Catholic.” 

One of the stenciled slogans at 
the American Lutheran Church re- 
sisted all cleaning efforts, said the 
Rev. Ralph W. Glenn Saturday, 
until a lye solution and a steel 
brush were used. 

The Rev. Mr. Glenn confirmed 
reports of the vandalism in answer 
to a telephone inquiry Saturday. 
Police said no report had been 
made to them concerning the sten- 
cilings. 

The signs were described as one 
by 110 feet in size, sprayed with 
red paint. 

Other churches said to have been 
defaced in what was described as 
“the activity of a crank” included 
First Church of Christ, Scientist; 
the Unity Church of Truth, the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church 
and Peace Lutheran Church. 

Billings Gazette, Mont. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: They 
grow bolder and bolder. There is 
the chapel] of “Our Lady of the 
Mountains” in a national park and 
the statue of “Our Lady of the 
Rivers” at the confluence of the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers; 
both by illegal permission obtained 
from government agencies. How 
long before we have crucifixes at 
every crossroads as in the Gaspé 
peninsula in Quebec? 





people. Hope to see your circu- 
lation increase a hundred fold. 
H. Clark 
Va. 
* * 
Congratulations on the Second 
Anniversary issue of the AR! A 
grand job. 
Sonja Biersted, 
Penna. 


Your magazine is getting better 
and better with every issue. 
Sincerely, 
Harold V. O'Reilly, 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 


statements about the Church, she should not hesitate to give 
the correct explanation, If such matters as divorce, mercy- 
killing, birth-control, Communism, labor unions, strikes, come 
up for discussion, she should give the teaching propounded by 
her Church — a teaching deeply anchored in the Natural Law 
and hence binding upon all. She should have on hand appro- 
priate Catholic works which will give her the solution on any 
problem that may come up (e.g. Conway’s “Question Box’’). 
She must most carefully avoid giving the impression that one 
religion is as good as another — the modern American heresy. 


5. What position does the teacher occupy in regard to the 
child’s parents ? 

The parents, and not the State, are by nature the first educators 
of the child. The teacher is only a deputy or representative of 
the child’s parents. Whatever authority or control she has 
over a child has been delegated to her by its parents. Hence 
the teacher should consider herself as in some measure re- 
sponsible for the religious training of the Catholic pupils. 
Of course, she cannot fulfill this duty during the regular school- 
time. But she should cooperate closely with the child’s pastor, 
encouraging the pupil to attend the release-period religion 
class, help him to select a high school or college, and counsel 
him in regard to the choice of a state of life. 


6. May the teacher train the child in virtue? 

She is not permitted to expound in schoo] the supernatural 
virtues inculeated by the Catholic Church. But American 
public school training is supposed to embrace character forma- 
tion, and hence she is free to inculcate the natural virtues such 
as honesty, truthfulness, kindness, fairness, temperance, She 
must be an attractive pattern of these virtues herself. Above 
all, she must be fair and just to all children no matter what 
may be their creed, color or nationality. 


7. May a teacher attend funerals and weddings in a non- 
Catholic Church ? 

Occasionally charity demands that Catholics attend Protestant 
weddings and Funerals. But in such instances the assistance 
must be only passive. The Catholics do not join in the 
Protestant hymns and prayers. 


8. May she recite with the pupils the Protestant “Our Father,” 
that is the “Our Father” with the long ending — ‘For Thine 
is the Kingdom,” etc? 


She and the Catholic pupils may recite the “Our Father” 
through the phrase “deliver us from evil’ but not further. 


The long ending, it is true, was once a part of the Catholic 
liturgy and is still used today by Eastern Catholics in the 
Lord’s Prayer. But in practice these words have become 
so intimately identified with Protestantism that to use them 
would be equivalent to a tacit approval of heresy. 


9. May Catholic pupils attend baccalaureate exercises that 
are conducted by a non-Catholic clergyman at the public school 
or in a non-Catholic Church ? 

No if the baccalaureate exercises are a religious service 
conducted according to a non-Catholic ritual. 

“If civic exercises are designed to instill the spirit of patriotism 
and good citizenship in the members of each graduating class 
so that the exercises are not of the nature of a religious ritual 
(Catholic pastors, after having informed themselves of the 
program to verify its content. may permit their children to be 
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present at so-called baccalaureate exercises which are not 
services) — (letter of Archbishop Murray to pastors, May 27, 
1952). 


10. Do public schools enjoy “academic freedom”? 

No, “The only serious challenge to academic freedom at the 
present time igs found in our tax-supported institutions. The 
recent Supreme decision denies to these institutions the right 
to explore the subject of religion. As a result of the McCollum 
decision, any subject under the sun, or any form of human 
experience, can be treated in the lecture halls except the subject 
of Divine Revelation or man’s relations with God... If so 
comprehensive and so significant a branch of the history of 
civilization and culture is excluded from the curriculum, then 
certainly such an institution cannot be said to enjoy complete 
academic freedom’ (Archbishop Alter, “Brooklyn Tablet, 
March 14, 1953, p. 16). 


ll. What agency today exercises the most odious form of 
“censorship” ? 

That very agency which is always protesting against “censor- 
ship” the daily press. By slanting the accounts of events, 
by deleting, by adding, by garbling, by cleverly arranging 
headlines and phrases, by picking a phrase or paragraph here 
and there to give a different meaning, the daily press is 
excercising a censorship which makes it difficult for the 
public to know the whole truth. In Russia the censor is the 
Kremlin; in America, it is the editorial staff. There is no 
freedom of the press in our country 


12. What is to be said of “progressive education” ? 

Some of its pedagogical techniques and educational principles 
are correct correct, not because advocated by “progressive 
education” but because they are sound pedagogy and traditional 
educational psychology. But its underlying philosophy is wholly 
wrong, It is based on the teaching of the French materialist 


Rousseau who held that the mind of a child will of itself 
develop into the mind of a perfectly educated adult. The 
parents, tutors and teachers must not “interfere’’ with the 


child, they must only serve and aid. The child will teach himself 
everything he needs to know. There must be no fixed cur- 
riculum, no stable course of studies, no discipline, no repression 
of the child’s unruly tendencies. Needless to say, such a system 
will develop “perfect brats.” It is a heretical system, being 
based on a denial of the Fall, Original Sin, of the need of 
redemption and grace. 


13. May sex-education be given in public schools? 

“Sex-education is a subject to be reserved for personal dis- 
cussion between parent and child, physician and patient, 
confessor and penitent. Its presentation under any other 
circumstances demands withdrawal of a Catholic from company, 
lecture, classroom or any other gathering where it is a theme, 
unless it is an instruction given by a duly authorized Catholic 
teacher or priest.” (From the Archbishop's letter of December 


2, 1959.) 
2 
You no longer contribute to the support of orthodox 
churches based upon supernaturalism. How much are you 
contributing to bring about the reign of reason in human 
affairs? 
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ROMANISM AND CRIME 


Mr. John Lewis-Sword, Honorary 
Secretary of the Tyneside Human- 
ist Group, reports an interesting 
sequel to Mrs. Margaret Knight's 
address at King’s College, New- 
castle. Her remarks on the high 
proportion of Catholic criminals 
and delinquents called forth a 
leading article in the Evening 
Chronicle and a lively correspond- 
ence, to which she made an ef- 
fective reply. Those who scornfully 
demanded facts were given facts 
not to their liking. This curious 
question of the relationship be- 
tween the statistics of crime and 
Roman Catholicism was examined 
at the Seventh RPA Annual Con- 
. ference in 1952 by Joseph McCabe. 
He pointed out that a survey of 
Child Guidance Clinics in Bradford 
showed that the percentage of 
juvenile delinquents in all schools 
in the city was 1.6, whereas the 
percentage from Roman Catholic 
schools was 15. Liverpool, with a 
population about one-third Cathol- 
ic, had a prison population of 16.6 
per thousand as against the ge- 
neral figure in England and Wales 
of 6.6. The figures for the US. 
and other countries, notably Hol- 
land, showed the same trend. 

Humanist (London) 


FELLOWSHIP WINS TAX SUIT 

Oakland’s Fellowship of Human- 
ity, a self-described group of “re- 
ligious -liberals’’ who believe in 
ideals and principles rather than 
a supreme diety, yesterday won 
another legal right to be known 
as an organized religion. 

The State District Court of Ap- 
peal said the fellowship qualifies 
for tax exemption under the con- 
stitution and statutes of Califor- 


nia. The decision sustained an 
Alameda County Superior Court 
ruling 


In its 35 page opinion, the Ap- 
pelate Court said: 

“Any religious sect need not 
confine its worship to a supreme 
being in order to be entitled to 
exemption under this law. Any be- 
lief must be accorded the same 
status as any orthodox religion.” 

In 1955, the Alameda County 


tax assessor's office ordered the 
fellowship to pay $286 taxes on 
its property at 411 28th St. in 
Oakland. The group paid under 
protest and took the matter to 
the courts. 

The funds, which must be re- 
turned to the fellowship, unless 
the county carries its appeal high- 
er, now amounts to $330 in princi- 
pal and interest. 

According to records in Oakland 
the fellowship was organized by 
the Rev. A. D. Faupell, a former 
Methodist minister, in 1934. Its 
present leader is Dr. Lowell Coate, 
a tormer supervisor for the Los 
Angeles Board of Education. 

The group now has 150 members 
and its officials said it recently 
turned down a $50,000 offer for 
the property in Oakland’s “Pill 
Hill’ district. 

From the San Francisco 
Examiner, Sept. 12, 1957. 


EPIGRAMS 
by Webb C. Patterson 


Modern religion is still bemused 
by the medieval myth that faith 
produces morality. 

* * * 

“Religion” is a term out of an- 
cient superstitioon but it can be 
given new meaning by modern 
associations. 
ok * 

Evangelism is faith that 
move mountebanks and fill 
accounts, 


can 
bank 


Rational education is adventure 
in realities. 
e 


An intensely devoted golfer was 
playing in a foursome when a 
funeral procession went down the 
street bordering the course. The 
ardent golfer paused for a mo- 
ment with his cap across his 
breast and head bowed. 

“That was a mighty nice ges- 
ture,” remarked one of his com- 
panions, “sombody you know?” 


“Yes,” sadlv replied the er’ent 
golfer, “a grand gal next 
month would have been our 25th 


anniversary.” 








THE FORUM 





Mr. Richard L. Kenyon, Editor, 
Chemical and Engineering News, 
1155 Sixteenth St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

In the many letters to C.&E.M. on Russian vs. American 
education in science, there is one point which I believe has not 
been previously mentioned, but which would appear to be of 
basic importance. That is, that the youth of Russia have the 
great advantage of being raised in an atmosphere of naturalism 
rather than of supernaturalism, and naturalism is the climate 
in which science most readily flourishes. In contrast, our 
youth, largely conditioned in the supernaturalism of the Judaic- 
Christian tradition, must first overcome their indoctrination 
in supernaturalism if they are to be successful in their scien- 
tific pursuits. 

Now whatever may be the value of supernaturalism in 
the field of morality and as a Humanist I can make an 
excellent case that it has no value, but rather is detrimental - 
there can be no disagreeing with the fact that supernaturalism 
has no place whatever in the field of science. May we not, 
then, have to reorient our ideas on the fundamentals of youth- 
ful training if we are to cope with Russia in the scientific 
field? As this may be a matter of life and death in the struggle 
between our democracy and communism, we should not allow 
ourselves to be distracted in our consideration by the cries of 
“eodlessness” from the clergy, who, although I willingly grant 
them sincerity, are, nevertheless, thus defending their own 
vested interest. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Harold R. Rafton 


The Death of a Freethinker 


(In memory of my father—1914) 

I deem him brave who can in life’s last hour 
Laugh boldly in the face of fate, and hold 

At bay the hordes of priestly fec1s enroll’d 

That seek to quench the light of Reason’s power. 
I deem him brave, who, to himself his tower 
Awaits his end outside the christian fold; 

Who questions still veiled myths and dreams of old 
And superstitions worked to make men cower. 
Who dares hold up their ignorance to scorn 

And makes a jest of all the high god’s faults; 
Who hopes for happiness for all men born 

And joins the van of Truth that never halts: 

He dies in splendour like the setting sun 

Nor turns a coward when his course has run. 


riavelock, Marlborough. 
Nov., 1914 
—ROLAND POWELL 


The American Rationalist « 29 








AN ATHEIST MAY BE A RELIGIOUS MAN... 
IN THE BETTER SENSE 


(To Mrs. Ann Landers, Columnist — Chicago Sun-Times) 


Dear Mrs. Landers: 

Thank you for your letter of April 18, 1958. I am sorry 
that this correspondence is interfering with your vacation, but 
this matter is more serious than you must realize. I, as an 
officer of the Voltaire Society, and the members of my or- 
ganization have pledged to uphold freedom of religion and the 
protection of the rights of individuals to hold any religious 
beliefs they so wish. This, citizens must be allowed to do, 
without fear of suppressioon or ridicule. You have paid dis- 
respect to someone’s religious views, by your personal definition 
of an Atheist in your column. 

In answer to a request for your definition of an Atheist 

you said: “An Atheist is a person with no 

means of support.” 

Suppose someone asked you to define a Christian, would 
you had said that a Christian is a person who believes in an 
invisible, supposedly supernatural god that does not exist? 
or would you say that a Christian is person with an invisible 
means of support ? 


invisible 


I imagine that you would receive many 
letters calling your attention to this obvious disrespect, would 
these be raving letters (as you said, in a postal reply to a 
letter from another officer of this organization), or 
they be natural Americans defending their 
against defamation? Here again, your 
unfortunate. 

Now, you say in your letter to me: “I hold some very 
strong views. It is my right and prerogative to express 
these views, I do not tell people how to think. But it is my 


would 
beliefs 
words is 


religious 
usage of 


privilege to let them know how I think. Thank you for 
writing.” 

Mrs. Landers, in our great country, America, you are 
privileged to hold any religious beliefs you desire. And most 


good Americans will never question your right to do so, no. 
will they ridicule or be facetiously flippant about your religious 


beliefs. This is your right as an individual in a democratic 
country. But you have no right, especially as a columnist fo1 


a metropolitan newspaper, to ridicule or define in such manner 
as to be disrespectful to a person’s religious thinking just be- 
cause it differs with your own. This is the implication of 
your answer to my first letter. If you can be disrespectful 
about an Atheist, then perhaps you may do the same about 
a person who is Jewish, or Mohammedan, They are in a 
minority in this country, along with the persons who are 
Atheists, Your statements have been undemocratic and morally 
wrong. You owe an apology, publicly, in your column. Your 
City Editor, Mr. Carin Walsh, was read my first letter over 
the telephone before it was sent to you. He agreed that you 
were wrong to offend anyone's religious beliefs. Atheists are 
citizens too, loyal Americans, just like the rest of us. Thomas 
Edison was in that category, and there is not one among us 
that can question his loyalty and service to mankind. There 
must be respect for everyone’s beliefs, no matter how strong 
are your own, Ann Landers. I anticipate your answer. 
Respectfully, Robert G. Gaston, Sec’y 
Voltaire Society 
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OLD RURAL RELIGION 
“DYING OUT” 

CLERIC CITES COUNTRY 

CHANGES 

by Dave Meade 

The “old time religion” of rural 
America is on the way out, Pro- 
testant ministers from 17 Mid- 
western states were told recently. 

One reason for this, said Dr. 
Victor Obenhaus of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary, is that the 
“pietism’ of town and country 
churches hasn’t faced the problems 
of mechanized farm life. 

“Probably for the first time, 
rural people are now under com- 
pulsion to select the values they’re 


going to live by”, he said. 
“Heretofore, they’ve been car- 


ried along by a religious culture. 
But this is no longer true.” 

Dr. Obenhaus, associate profes- 
sor of the church in agricultural 
and industrial life, spoke at an 
afternoon session of the seminary’s 
annual Minister’s Week on the 
University of Chicago campus. 

“The town and country churches 
have fostered a type of pietism 
that has been largely unrelated to 
the major issues of American life 


and world life,” he said 

“Hence, religion has come to 
seem irrelevant to a great many 
people in rural areas.” 

He added that this is equally 


true of religious life in the cities. 


People too often fail to see 
any relation, he said, between 
“Biblical insights and what we 


call the common life.” 

Dr. Obenhausg said the church 
should help farmers adjust to their 
technological advances and make 
them aware of their role in the 
world economy. 

Chicago Daily News 
© 

No matter whose the lips that 
would speak, they must be free 
and ungagged. Let us believe that 
the whole of truth can never do 
harm to the whole of virtue; and 


remember that in order to get 
the whole of truth you must al- 
low every man, right or wrong, 


freely to utter his conscience, and 
protect him in so doing. 
Wendell Phillips 


we honor... 


by JOHN A. ENGLISH 


JULY 


1, Ignatz D. Semmelweiss, 1818-1865, Hungari- 
an pioneer in surgical antiseptics. Greatly 
reduced death rate in maternity wards. 


5, France decrees Separation of State and 
Church. 
6, 1415. Burning at the stake of John Hus, 


Bohemian reformer who, like Wycliffe, led 

the way to the Reformation. 

1936. Outbreak of Spanish Civil War against 

the Spanish Republic. Volunteers from many 

countries rallied to its defense, a remarkable 
demonstration of solidarity of freedom-lov- 
ing people, 

21, 1925. End of Scopes trial in Dayton, Ten- 
nessee. The public had a rare treat of 
Fundamentalism vs Rationalism, starring 
Bryan and Darrow. 

26, 1856-1950. George Bernard Shaw, Irish- 
British self-taught playwright, reformer, 
socialist and anti-clerical whose thoughts on 
organized religion are expressed best in St. 
Joan”’ and “Back to Methuselah.” 

28, 1804-1872. Ludwig Feuerbach, German phi- 
losopher and materialist. Developed human- 
istic positivism. 


“ 


AUGUST 


11, 1833-1899. Robert Ingersoll, U.S. 
lecturer and humanitarian atheist. 

19, 1819. Death of James Watt, credited with 
the invention of the steam engine, 

21, John Tyndall, 1820-1893, eminent British 

physicist. In his efforts to make science 

understandable for the layman, he became a 

brilliant lecturer and writer. 

1776, death of David Hume, famous Scot- 

tish philosopher and skeptic. His numerous 

works on morals and the understanding of 
human nature are cornerstones of the phi- 
losophy of rationalism. 

27, 1789. Declaration of the Rights of Man, 
Paris. 

28, 1828-1910. Leo Tolstoi, Russian novelist and 
philosopher, considered one of the world’s 
greatest writers. He preached not only non- 
violence but also Rousseauistic simplicity of 
life. Best known of his works are “War and 
Peace” (the movies made a_ bowdlerized 
version of it recently) and “Anna Karenina”. 

29, 1880. Foundation of the International Free- 
thinker Association. 


lawyer, 


to 
uw 





TO THE EDITOR 


THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR: 

Tom Paine, whose name should be one of the 
most honored in the history of our country, is 
actually our most forgotten and neglected nation- 
al hero. 

It was Paine’s little book “Common Sense”, by 
far the greatest “best seller’ in our history since 
it was read by or to every American before our 
Revolution had progressed very far, was the 
book that fanned the sparks of the American 
Revoution into flames and made possible and 
necessary the Declaration of Independence, Yes, 
George Washington said that Paine’s book ac- 
tually made up his, Washington’s, mind to fight 
for independence from Britain. John Adams, our 
second president, said that “History will ascribe 
the Revolution to Thomas Paine.” 

And it was Tom Paine’s “Crisis” papers that 
kept Washington's little army alive when the 
“summer soldiers” and “sunshine patriots” pre- 
ferred to remain at the fireside rather than with 
Washington at Valley Forge. Paine’s personal 
correspondence and other efforts held the Union 
together on more than one occasion during the 
early dark years. And after America had won 
its freedom and had established democracy, it 
was Tom Paine who narrowly avoided losing his 
life in both England and France as a result of 





his vigorous campaigning for the “Rigths of 
Man”. 

All this! Yet in enlightened America today 
requests and petitions for a commemorative 


stamp in honor of Paine, and such stamps are 
issued by the hundreds for the most trivial of 
reasons and events, are met with polite evasions 
and double-talk from the Post Office Department. 
A marble bust of Paine was recently denied a 
place in Independence Hall, a national shrine, as 
being in some indefinable way “undesirable’’. 
Further, Paine has been relegated to a position 
of relative obscurity by nearly all of our public 
school textbooks. 

Why has one of America’s greatest heroes been 
systematically downgraded and deliberately “for- 
gotten” in a country which shall be forever in 
his debt? The man who can answer this question 
will also be able to understand a great deal of 
what is wrong with our nation today. 

Edd Doerr. 
3k * * 
FREE-THINKER SPEAKS UP 

DEAR ANN LANDERS: Your insulting attack 
on atheists exposed your ignorance to millions 
of readers. This is the twentieth century — an 
age of science and progress. Only the fearful 
and the weak cling to a fairy tale 2,000 years 
old. Intelligent people aren’t hampered by the 
excess baggage of religion. Theories of super- 
natural humbug have been perpetuated by char- 
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latans to quiet the masses and to keep 
content with poverty, hunger and disease. 

Let’s be rational and not concern ourselves 
with such rubbish as whether or not we're going 
to hell in the next world. If we don’t wake up, 
a freethinking and godless country like Russia 
may provide us with a hell right here. 

You owe an apology to all free-thinkers every- 
where. You have no right to ridicule or belittle 
a view merely because you don’t agree with it. 
I believe in freedom of speech. Do you? 

TWENTIETH CENTURY MIND. 


them 


Yes, I believe in freedom of speach. The fact 
that your letter appears in print is evidence. 

A human relations counselor is expected to 
have some convictions. It not only is my pre- 
rogative but it’s my obligation to take a stand 
on a good number of thorny issues. 

When I defined the atheist as “a person with 
no invisible means of support” I wasn’t trying 
to be funny. 

I believe in religion as an arsenal of strength. 
I know that the armor of faith can protect us 
against life’s shattering blows. Faith is often 
the answer when there is no answer. It’s the 
victory of the spirit — the logic of the heart. 

Those who follow current events are aware 
that the godless dictatorship which once adver- 
tised religion as “the opiate of the masses” has 
softened the line. They are loosening the reins 
as they become increasingly aware that man 
cannot live by mathematics alone. 


Dallas Times Herald 
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THE RIGHT TO HERESY 


CASTELLO against CALVIN 
by STEFAN ZWEIG 
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A CHRISTMAS STORY 
by H. L. Mencken 


HEAVENLY HUMOR 
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FREE TEXTBOOKS 


(R.N.S. May 10) “All parochial, private and 
public schools in Oregon will receive free text- 
books as the result of a measure passed by the 
legislature and signed by Gov. Robert Holmes.” 

We have knowledge from other sources of a 
significant prelude and an astounding sequel to 
this act. 

A 1941 Act conditioned the giving of free text- 
books on the meeting of certain standards by 
private and parochial schools in Oregon. Be- 
hind-the-scenes maneuvers permitted Senate Bill 
162 to pass the Education Committee of each 
house without hearings, early in 1957. When it 
reached the floor of the House, opposition was 
so strong that its Roman Catholic drafter was 
ready to reintroduce the important provisions as 
to standards. 

Part of the opposition, vigorous and temperate, 
was expressed through Protestants and Other 
Americans United for the Separation of Church 
and State. (POAU) 


AND A SECONDARY BOYCOTT 

The Executive Director of the Oregon Council 
of Churches was, as such, rightfully active in 
resisting S.B. 162, along with educators, church- 
men, and friends of civil liberties. He is also 
active in POAU. He has been privately warned 
by an influential Roman Catholic priest that 
unless he dissociates himself from POAU, the 
Archbishop will be urged to forbid all priests to 
serve with him in any association or in any 
cause. The Executive Director, naturally, is an 
important member of some very vital commit- 
tees in Oregon on which Roman Catholics also 
serve. 

Is it too much to hope that the Archbishop 
will not yield to such urging? Surely such ill- 
advised arrogance would not be in the interest 
either of his Oregon. concerns or of his wider 
concerns. 

He could not provide a better weapon for those 
in the United States who would like to prove 
that such methods are the only ones which his 
Church knows how to use. 

o 


Let us debunk the godly ignoramus, the 
demogogue hot-gospeller, Billy Graham, 
says the biblical expert: Billy Graham... 
has wedded considerable dramatic and de- 
magogic gifts with a rather obscurantist 
version of the Christian faith. His message 
is not completely irrelevant to the broader 
social issues of the day, but it approaches 
irrelevance. (Christianity and Crisis, ed. by 
R. Niebuhr and J. C. Bennett, March, 
1956.) 


“A CHRONOLOGY OF BRITISH 
SECULARISM” 
by G. H. Taylor 





Mr. Taylor, a member of The Freethinker, 
(British) editorial board, has written a fascinat- 
ing booklet which is actually a “potted history”’ 
of the British freethought movement from 1840 
until the end of 1957. Giving a short summary 
of the principal events and of fluctuating free- 
thought fortunes of each year, Mr. Taylor covers 
an enormous amount of ground in a short space, 
stopping occasionally for a summary of what has 
passed, There are also fine pictures of Charles 
Bradlaugh, G. W. Foote, and Chapman Cohen, 
in this attractive production. 

One of the appendices lists writers who have 
contributed over 50 articles to The Freethinker. 
(Your reviewer was surprised to find that he had 
contributed 52 articles in less than two years.) 
This list is headed by Chapman Cohen, who con- 
tributed 2,696 articles between 1896 and 1950, 
and is followed by G. W. Foote, who wrote no 
less than 2,055 between 1881 and 1915! 

—Dave Shipper 

National Secular Society, London, 30c, 32 pp. 


MAN IN NATURE AND BEHAVIOR 
By J. M. Martinez 

The author of this book seems to think that 
women excel men as readers of books. He is 
evidently a feminist and an articulate champion 
of women’s right to joy and freedom. He dedi- 
cates his book “lovingly to you, Woman, Mother 
of Man.” He exhorts woman to “to make a Man 
out of the child.” To supply some of the neces- 
sary knowledge to carry out to its fullness the 
function of Man-making is what the author con- 
ceives as the purpose of his book. 

He finds that “The destiny of the world is not 
in the hands of the wise or the good, nor in the 
hands of men of science, but in the hands of 
menopausal or old men who move under the 
heavy burden of frustration, oozing bitterness 
and hatred and whose prain has become stif- 
fened and closed to the very virtues they claim 
to defend.” 

He has succeeded very well. The book should 
appeal to serious readers who have not had the 
advantage of a university education or contact 
with the rich literature of rationalism. The con- 
tent may not unjustly be said to constitute com- 
mon sense within the group which is well-in- 


In addition to the books reviewed and listed in this issue 
we can supply any book published in the USA and abroad. 
We can also handle your magazine subscriptions. 
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will be used for the benefit of the “American Rationalist”. 


Make your checks, money orders, etc., payable to “Book 
Service, American Rationalist” and send 
order to 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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formed in the soeial sciences and philosophy, In 
other words, it is wholly a book for laymen. 

He recognizes that historically a cold war has 
existed between man and woman, but the im- 
pressively newer knowledge in psychology, so- 
ciology, and biology is bringing a clearer, mutual 
understanding between the sexes, and that social 
maturity now regards man and woman as useless 
each without the other. 

In an interesting chapter on “The Sex Life of 
Man” he quotes the familiar (to males) apho- 
rism: Ommi homo post coitus est triste. (Liberal- 
ly rendered as “all men feel sad after coitus.”’) 
Even Jesus observed similarly: “I perceive that 
virtue has gone out of me.” (Luke 8:46.) 

The author supports the mechanistic view that 
coitus is sought in order to eliminate a dis- 
equilibrating substance and that the procreative 
function is more incidental than planned. How- 
ever, he does not discuss the hypothesis that 
the expenditures of seminal energy could be sub- 
limated in a mentally creative function. 

In this same connection consider the following 
statements: ‘“Tumescence in man is under the 
control of the autonomous nervous system and 
cannot have an erection at will.” p. 73. But on 
page 69 we read that the sight of woman’s neg- 
ligee particularly robes intime may fire the ima- 
gination and speed up the activity of the gonads. 
Again on page 75 “Civilized man can attain 
tumescence with the greatest of ease; a wom- 
an’s touch, scent, a picture of the stimulus of 
his own imagination are enough to produce the 
necessary anatomical and physiological condi- 
tions for coitus .. .” I'll leave to the reader if 
these statements are consistent and logic-tight. 

Of corse, there are individual differences; 
some men are potent and fertile to the end of 
life, others are petered out, impotent. There was 
Bishop Nicholas Grundtvig, e.g., who became the 
father of a daughter at the age of 77! 

The author thinks that a sick world tolerates 
sick lec iers. He would give healthy-minded youth 
a chance at the helm of state but he cautions 
youth not to jettison the compass and charts 
used by the older navigators until they have re- 
placed them with better instruments and a noble 
purpose. 

A detailed index in the book facilitates quick 
reference. —Dr. Marius Hansome 

(New York: Philosophical Library Inc., 1951, 
319 pp., $4.25.) 
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“THE MINISTER AND THE ATHEIST” and 
“THE CHRISTIAN AND THE LION” 
by R, S. Craggs 

In common with many readers of this review, 
G. B. Shaw was, in his nonage, a regular church 
goer by compulsion. Nearly a century has pass- 
ed since, and the little Irish boy became the 
world’s most famous agnostic. 

What did Shaw believe? Mr. Craggs has at- 
tempted an interpretation of his beliefs as set 
forth in his plays. In the interests of brevity he 
disregards the rather lengthy prefaces that are 
a feature of Shaw’s published dramas. These 
prefaces elaborate on the general theme of the 
play but not on the story proper. 

It is doubtful if a true analysis of Shaw’s 
beliefs can be made without taking into account 
his literary work existing outside of his dramas. 
Although he was agnostic, in “The Devil’s Dis- 
ciple” the rather secular minister emerges as the 
hero, overshadowing the skeptic. In ‘“Androcles 
and the Lion” those who would destroy the 
Christians are made to look like utter fools. 
However, these booklets will prove an excellent 
addition (or introduction) to “Shaviana” and 
provide talking points no less controversial than 
those revolving about the Bard of Avon. 

The initial booklet in the projected series is 
“The Minister and the Atheist,” dealing with 
“The Devil’s Disciple.” The plot of the play is 
related in detail. The theme is the eternal one 
of a dissenter versus a hostile society, As, in this 
century, freedom of religious thought has be- 
come respectable, Shaw plants his hero in re- 
volutionary America when atheism was almost 
as singular as having two heads. 

The characters move against a vaster back- 
ground, the panorama of history. One of these 
characters, General John Burgoyne, had an ex- 
istence in real life, and in a historical note fore- 
word is explained why he lost one of the decisive 
battles of the Revolutionary War. 

The second play, “Androcles and the Lion,” has 
not historical fact to support it. The Roman 
Coliseum is real enough but the fable of a slave 
who removed a thorn from a suffering lion’s 
paw had its origin in an antiquity perhaps more 
remote than that of the Phrygian slave who is 
credited with being the author. 

Having read the first two booklets in the 
series we have traveled but a little way toward 
unraveling the enigma that is Shaw. Perhaps 
before the series is finished (its extent is not 
indicated) the personality of Shaw the rational- 
ist (as distinct from Shaw the socialist 
Shaw the vegetarian) will have emerged. 

G.B.S. authored some forty plays, not all of 
them on freethought themes. He reaches his apex 
in “Back to Methuselah,” an epic that would oc- 
cupy, in review, at least five of these booklets. 
By comparison, the plays treated here, earlier 


and 
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works of Shaw, seem quite modest. By the time 
“Back to Methuselah” is reached we hope that 
Mr. Craggs will have matured along with Mr. 
Shaw and be fully qualified to review this later 
work that carries us from the Garden of Eden 
to “as far as thought can reach.” —E. F. 

By subscription, $1.00 per year (4 numbers), 
R. S. Craggs, 25 McMillan Ave., West Hill. 
Ontario, Canada. 


“THE MEANING IN YOUR LIFE” 
by Samuel Rosenkranz 

This is for those who agonize about whether 
life has a meaning. The author consoles himself 
with the idea that there is a “universal pulse 
beat’, and man is part of that pulse. He needs 
“the song of the courageous worker expressing 
purpose in a universe friendly to his ideals.”’ 

Prof. Rosenkranz announces a fifth dimension, 


Freedom and is very happy in enlarging on 
this idea. ‘“‘Darkness may fall, but you are never 


alone: death may come, but your work shall 
never die, God is at your side.” 

For most rationalists the use of this work 
would be for a study of his non-rationalist con- 
temporaries. Its ideas arise from the mood of 
despair that we so commonly must meet in the 
imperfectly educated. —Kay Vining 

Philosophical Library, $3.00. 


“THE INNOCENT AMBASSADORS” 
by Philip Wylie 

In this book the author of “Generation of 
Vipers” and “Essay on Morals” describes a 1956 
trip around the world which included short stays 
in Hawaii, Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, India, 
Lebanon, and Turkey. Wylie is a humanist, al- 
though to my knowledge he has never used the 
term in print. Far from grinding out mere travel 
literature, he concentrates in this work on analyz- 
ing America’s failures in the “cold war’ with 
the U.S.S.R. 

Reporting conversations with Americans and 
non-Americans, officials and laymen, around the 
world, Wylie takes great swats at American 
foreign policy, or lack of it, during both the 
present and past administrations. He points out 
that our foreign policy, such as it is, but reflects 
the ideas and attitudes of the American popu- 
lation in general, which is usually unaware of 
what the ideological “cold war” is all about. 

He heaves a well-aimed brickbat at our own 
McCarthyian policy of censoring our overseas 
libraries of the U. S, Information Service, which 
policy gives Asiatics and others the impression 
that America is not as free as it is cracked up 
to be. He also blasts away at the idea that Com- 
munist dogmatism can be effectively countered 
by the traditional forms of American dogmatism, 
religious or otherwise. He assails Americans who 


“orab yesterday’s gods to hide from today’s 


truths,” and asserts that “When men reaffirm 
outworn dogma to evade new learning and self- 
change, they destroy themselves.” 
On the whole, “Innocent Ambassadors” is a 
worthwhile addition to any humanist’s library. 
—Edd Doerr 
Rinehart & Co., Inc., 384 pp., $4.95; also a 
Pocket Book edition, 45c. 


“MODERN APOCRYPHA: FAMOUS 
‘BIBLICAL’ HOAXES” 
by Edgar J. Goodspeed 

Not all of the ancient writings purporting to 
be about a son of Yahveh or his supporters are 
in the New Testament. The proper New Testa- 
ment Apocrypha are a large number of such 
pieces from the first four or so centuries of the 
Christian era. Only a few, some being fragments, 
still exist. However, since those early days there 
have been many other writings claiming to have 
antiquity and authenticity comparable to that 
claimed by Christians for their Bible. 

This book compiles data on over a dozen frauds 
of this nature, explaining why they are unac- 
ceptable. Many readers have heard of the “Con- 
fessions of Pontius Pilate” or ‘Oahspe.’”’ There 
is a supposed description of Jesus, probably taken 
from instructions used as a standard for medieval 
manuscript illustration, (These instructions do 
exist.) 

“The Lost Books of the Bible” is a reprint of 
an 1820 book, itself based on two works of the 
early 18th century, giving the proper Apocrypha 
as known at that time. The complaint against 
this book is its outdated scholarship and content. 
I possess a version published by David McKay, 
Philadelphia, 1901, entitled “The Apocryphal 
Books of the New Testament.” 

For authenticity Goodspeed refers the reader 
to “The Apocryphal New Testament” edited by 
Montague R. James (Oxford, 1924), He himself 
has published “The Apocrypha: An American 
Translation.” —Harry E. Mongold 

Beacon Press, $2.75. 


“THE AGE OF ANALYSIS” 

by Anthologist and commentator, Morton White 

This is the final book in a series which covers 
Western philosophers since the fall of Rome. It 
consists of short selections from thirteen writers 
who have become famous in this century, from 
from Peirce to Sartre. Prof. White explains the 
general picture of recent philosophy and the place 
of each of these writers in it. His selections are 
satisfactorily representative of their works, and 
his comments make a fine group of essays them- 
selves. 

One who has not already delved somewhat in 
philosophy will find this book tough going. It is 
not an introduction to thinking, but a review of 


recent schools of thought, bringing out their 
points of conflict. Even one who has an ac- 
quaintance with problems of ontology, meaning, 
logic, etc., will bog down in some of it, of course, 
as these subjects are not something you simply 
sample and pass over. Each writer has his own 
meanings and refers to experiences that have 
impressed him a good deal, but the reader may 
use different words and may have attached little 
importance to similar experiences, 

The book is a worthy sampling. Even if one 
is at first concerned with only a few of the se- 
lections, he will be glad to have the others avail- 
able. White’s essays are relatively easy and in- 
formative. Where one has only heard about some 
philosopher, as, say, William James, he will be 
glad to read what he himself says. 

—Harry E. Mongold 

Mentor, paper bound ed., 1955, 60c. Also pub- 
lished by Houghton Mifflin Co., cloth. 

* 
SHORT REVIEWS 


“The Freemason’s Pocket Reference Book” 
by Pick and Knight 
Philosophical Library, 1956, 304 pp., incl in- 
dex. Entries in dictionary form. Largely his- 
tory, but also procedures. 


“A Million Years of Human Progress” 
by Ira D, Cardiff 
Pageant Press, 1955, 146 pp., incl. index, $2.75. 
Human development in terms of ideas and dis- 
coveries. Useful for the historical view, cleverly 
written, easy reading. Itemized form. 


“The Fifty-Minute Hour” 
by Robert Lindner 

Bantam Books (paper), 1956, 45c. — Five 
absorbing case histories of psychopaths and neu- 
rotics by a psychiatrist whose technique is mainly 
to listen, including cases of a little Hitler and a 
Communist. One of scientific fantasy especially 
revealing. Dramatically told by the author of 
“Rebel Without a Cause.” 

—H. M. 
- 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

“A Constitution for the Brotherhood of Man,” 
A. G. Loutrel, Greenwich. 

“History of Ancient Philosophy,’ W. Windel- 
band, Dover. 

“The Process of Intuition,’ V. Burden, Green- 
wich. 

“Understanding History,” 
sophical Library. 

“From Whence Came You,” M. Deutsch, Philo- 
sophical Library. 

“Your Cosmic 
Vantage. 

“The Return of the Locusts,” Teresita, 
Ripsaw. 


B. Russell, Philo- 


Destiny,” W. A. Chapman, 


The 
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AR INTERNATIONAL 
PEN-PALS CLUB 


JAMES J. RAVELL, of 22 INDUSTRY ST., BELLVILLE 
SOUTH, CAPE, SOUTH AFRICA, thinks our “Club” is a fine 
idea and being short of rationalist company in his area would 
like to correspond with overseas friends. An _ enthusiastic 
rationalist, he broke the ice as a lecturer in February, when 
he took as a subject “A Rationalist Looks at Religion’, and 
spoke for two hours. Mr. Ravell graduated 
languages, overseas readers please note. 


in Germanic 


PETER JORDAN, of 18 PEMBROKE RD., SOUTHVILLE, 
BRISTOL 3, ENGLAND, is an enthusiastic rationalist and a 
great “A.R.” fan. Bristol organizer for the N.S.S., he is also 
secretary of Bristol Rationalist Group, Married, has two young 
children, will correspond in basic English, American or Swahili. 
Takes a keen interest in outdoor-meetings in Bristol and is 
regarded as the best platform-carrier in the N.S.S. A 
vinced pacifist, he has been an ardent freethinker 
schooldays. 


con- 
since his 


HECTOR HAWTON, editor of the English “Humanist” 
(Monthly, 1/-,40 DRURY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 2) thinks 
the “Club” is a fine idea, will mention it in his July issue and 
publish names listed in “A.R.” 


Thanks for your cooperation, 
Mr. Hawton! 


Other journals please note! 


JOHN P. GRANT, of UPLANDS, BURLEY, RINGWCOD 
(NEW FOREST), HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND, is a liberal- 
religionist and life-member of the Rationalist Press Ass'n. 
He belongs to the Commonwealth of World Citizens (13 
PRINCE of WALES TERR., LONDON, W.8), is a Distinguished 
Fellow of the Columbus Ass’n (not the Knights of Columbus!) 
an organization devoted to Anglo-American relations, is a 
Life member of the Institute for the Study and Treatment of 
Delinquency and a member of many other organizations. Was 
born in Kashmir, India (or “Azad Kashmir’ Pakistan?) in 
1917, married, two youngsters. Languages: English and French. 


Secretary of Birmingham branch N.S.S. Mr. W. MORRIS 
writes to say our Pen-pals Club is a Thanks for 
the encouragement. 


good idea. 


Any philatelists like to contact each other? Some useful 
exchange arrangements could be made. 

First journal to reprint details of our club was “The Free- 
thinker” (London, 16/5/58). We hope many others wil] fol- 
low suit. 


JOHN THOMSON JR., 13 FERENZE DRIVE, PAISLEY. 
RENFREWSHIRE, SCOTLAND, writes that he would like 
to join our club as “The opportunities of discussing free-thought 
and all that it implies are in my case rather restricted. I would 
welcome an exchange of views and opinions with like-minded 
people in any country. I’m afraid I speak no foreign language 
and my age is 31. Hoping that the club will in time be a grand 
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To the Editor: 


SATURDAY REVIEW 
25 West 45th Street 
New York 36, N.Y. 
Dear Mr. Cousins: 

In a “Letter to the Editor”, Fr. 
A. F. LeBlanc (4/12) states that 
he does not expect SR “to be an 
organ of the Catholic Church” and 


then he rushes full steam ahead 
propagandizing his creed. 
Fr. LeBlanc’s idea of:— “an 


historical phenomenon which is re- 
vered by millions of non-Catholics 
as well as Catholics” does not 
necessarily mean that the pheno- 
menon is true. 

There are also millions who be- 
lieve that the Lourdes affair is 
established on a psychotic mind. 
We are indeed pygmies if we allow 
LeBlanc and all his ilk to intimi- 
date us into silence. 

Past cultures, with millions be- 
lieving the same creed, have sunk 
into oblivion, and chiefly because 
the millions were so wrong in what 
they believed and fought for. 

LeBlanc is beating the same old 
drums when he cunningly uses the 
shield of “tolerance”, and drags 
non-Catholics in to substantiate his 
intolerance against criticism of the 
propaganda wherein he uses any 
means to force it on Mankind as 
truth. 

Sonja Neborak, 
Penna. 
~ * * 
To the Editor, 
The Indianapolis Star: 

Once again Indianapolis has ap- 
peared in the limelight of national 
and international publicity as a 
community not averse to encourag- 
ing the “Dark Age” mentality. The 
The IP reports that an Indianapolis 
pressure group operating under the 
high sounding label of “Respect 
Sunday, Inc.” has succeeded in 
pressuring a number of stores into 
closing on Sundays. This exhibition 
of “blue law” disrespect for human 
rights is as inconsistent with the 
highest democratic ideals of our 
country as such similar actions in 
Indianapolis as the snipes at the 
Indiana Civil Liberties Union by 
the school board and the American 
Legion, the high-handed railroad- 


ing of the Magruder U. S. govern- 
ment text out of the high schools, 
and the crafty religious indoctrina- 
tion program (officially masquer- 
ading as “education about reli- 
gion”) in the city’s junior high 
school classrooms, 

In an era where democracy and 
freedom are losing ground on a 
score of fronts, in our own country 
as well as elsewhere, we Hoosiers 
must not surrender to the forces 
of regression, unreason and super- 
stition. A revival of “Sabbath 
laws”, censorship and medievalist 
sectarian brainwashing in our state 
can only augment the many forces 
which are already operating to in- 
hibit individualism and freedom. 

The time to halt this insidious 
trend toward a stale conformity 
and a “dictatorship of the com- 
monplace’”’, fellow Hoosiers, is now. 

Edd Doerr 


ST. CLARE OF ASSISI has been 
proclaimed the patron saint of 
television throughout the world by 
Pope Pius XII. Roman Catholic 
TV performers and many TV net- 
works and stations are expected to 
celebrate her feast, which falls on 
August 12. 
Radio-Electronics, 
April 1958. 





UNUSUAL GIFT 
For Stamp Collectors 
REGISTERED AIRMAIL LETTER 
FROM GERMANY 
8-12 different, latest stamps! 
Send Address and $1.00 to: 
J. Mark 4924 E. Roosevelt 


Phoenix, Arizona 














Introducing 
THE LIBERTARIAN BOOKMAN 
Our Specialty 
Books for Entire Liberal 
Movement 
Write for Free 20 pp. pamphlet 
“Thomas Paine, Apostle of Liberty’ 
and our book list 
P.O. Box 7709 Chicago 80, Illinois 


success.” The writer is an 
newspaper controversialist. 


N.S.S. member and an active 


S. W. BROOKS, 67 VICTORIA RD., SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, 
ESSEX, ENGLAND, saw our notice in “The Freethinker’. 
He states he is not an atheist or a materialist, has studied 
religions and religious manifestations and read polemics and 
apologetics from various angles for the past 20 years. He 
would like to discuss these subjects with any reader. 


DAVIS TULLMAN, 294A DUNRAVEN RD., SHEPARDS 
BUSH, LONDON, W.12, ENGLAND, would like to correspond 
with overseas rationalists. As he already has many contacts 
in the United States, prefers correspondents outside America. 
Mr. Tullman was active in freethought circles in the U.S.A. 
for some years and since arriving in Britain has given many 
lectures. 


F. S. HAUGHTON, 19 CARSLUITH AVE., BLACKPOOL, 
LANCS., ENGLAND, is an N.S.S. member and would like 
to correspond with overseas friends. Blackpool is Britain’s 
leading holiday town with a Pleasure Beach that makes Coney 
Island look like a pin-table saloon. Blackpool Tower is so 
high you can see the Empire State Building on a clear day. 


ARTHUR ALEXANDER, 10 DAVIES COURT, GARNDIF- 
FAITH, NR. PONTYPOOL, MON., SOUTH WALES, GT. 
BRITAIN. Mr. Alexander is a Wales and Western N.S.S. 
member who lives high up in the Welsh mountains, too far 
from Cardiff to visit our meetings, Nevertheless, he is a 
staunch and enthusiastic freethinker, interested in everything 
connected with our movement. 


German Youth Group (Humanist) Leader FRAULEIN 
HILKA BUSCHER, ROSTRUP, BEI BAD ZWISCHENAHN, 
W. GERMANY, wishes our club every success. She speaks 
good English and, of course, German, and has a few youngsters 
in her group who would also like to correspond. — She is 
Auslandsreferentis (Foreign Correspondent) of the German 
Humanist Youth Groups and a regular writer in “Mitteilungen’’. 


H. A. ROGERSON, “SEVERN VIEW” LLOYDS RD., Off 
WESLEY RD., IRON BRIDGE, SALOP, ENGLAND, a fre- 
quent visitor to the “Letters” column of the ‘“Freethinker”, 
asks to be listed. 


This column had to be posted from Wales on May 20, and 
surface-mail letters from U.S.A. haven’t yet had time to reach 
me, so if U.S.A. readers don’t see their name listed, it will 
be in the next issue. Let’s have plenty more names to list, 
write to: DAVE SHIPPER, 5 KYVEILOG ST., CATHEDRAL 
RD., CARDIFF, WALES. List any details you like, interests, 
extra languages, etc. If you don’t write English, write German, 
Norwegian, Danish, French, Swedish, Italian, Dutch (Flemish), 
we'll do our best! 


All journals are again invited to reprint this feature (send 
me a copy!) and readers to report contacts made. ’Bye for now. 


D. S. 
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UNDERCOVER AGENTS? 


The following article was published January 
24, 1957 in the Pittsburgh Catholic, the official 
publication of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Pa.: 


6000 ‘HIDDEN’ NUNS, ‘EXTERNS’, IN WORLD 

Indianapolis, Ind. (NC) - Catherine S. is a book- 
keeper for a large manufacturing firm not far 
from here. 

Thirty-five years old, Miss S. has been with 
the company for 12 years. She dresses neatly, 
likes music and occasionally attends a movie or 
stage play. 

She lives alone in a modestly furnished apart- 
ment. What, you might ask, makes her news- 
worthy? Simply this: For the past three 
years, Catherine S. has been a professed Religious 

a nun. 


IT IS POSSIBLE! 


Impossible? Not at all! Catherine S. is a 
member of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary, 
an unusual religious society founded 166 years 
ago. Although Catherine does not wear religious 
garb or live in a convent, she is a Religious 
taking vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. 

Catherine has always wanted to be a nun, but 
an invalid mother needed her care. Seven years 
ago, she learned of the Daughters and the op- 
portunity they afforded for following a religious 
vocation if one is unable to enter a convent. 

After six months as an aspirant, a year as a 
postulant, and two years as a novice, she became 
a professed nun. All the while she kept her job 
and supported her mother whom she had to 
place in a nursing home about two years after 
she took her vows. 

No one except her religious superiors and her 
confessor know she is a nun. During her train- 
ing, she received periodic instruction from a re- 
ligious superior. 


Still can become active 

Some day, perhaps, when her present respons- 
ibilities toward her mother are lifted, she may 
wish to enter one of the houses of the society and 
carry on the more active apostolate. 

Members of the Society who live a community 
life are known as “interns”, while those who live 
in the world are called “externs”. Even the in- 
terns in this distinctive society do not wear a 
religious habit. 

The interns engage in apostolic activities such 
as staffing schools. The externs function to give 
a greater penetration of the religious life into 
general society. 

In the ranks of the hidden Religious are many 
prominent women. Some years ago, an extern 
won a national award without her identity as a 
religious even being remotely suspected. 

Externs have been a part of the Daughters 
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ever since their founding in France during the 
Reign of Terror. They formed as it were, a 
“fifth column” for God at a time when members 
of religious orders were being persecuted. They 
could carry on their work without fear of de- 
tection. In its 166 years of existence, the order 
has spread throughout the world. Membership is 
now more than 6000 and they are found in 23 
U. S. Dioceses. 

Pope Pius XII recently said that he hopes the 
Daughters would make themselves better known 
for the benefit of those who might aspire to this 
unique form of religious life. The Pontiff asked, 
however, that the society continue to shield the 
identity of its externs. 

The main center for the Daughters of the 
Heart of Mary is at the Ephpheta Center, 330 
W. Wellington Ave., Chicago 14, Illinois. 


o— 


The following article (with picture of the bishop 
and the four nuns) appeared in THE REGISTER 
(Catholic Weekly) January 27, 1957: 


NUNS IN LAY GARB VISIT CATHOLIC U. 

Four nuns, directors of schools of social service 
in Brazil, are shown visiting the National Cathol- 
ic School of Social Service at the Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington. With them is Bishop 
Bryan J. McEntegart, university rector. 

The nuns were wearing lay clothing because 
they are working for the Brazilian government 
and were on official government business during 
their visit. With four other directors of Brazilian 
social work schools, the sisters were in the US. 
to learn more about American teaching methods. 
Their trip was made under the auspices of the 
International Co-operation Administration and 
the State Department. 

Shown in the picture are Sister Maria Franklin 
Andrade of Joao Pessoa, Paraiba; Sister Maria 
de Mesquita Sampaio of Campinal, Sao Paulo; 
Bishop McEntegart; Sister Albertina Brazil San- 
tos of Aracaju, Sergipe. 


There could be an Extern (Spy) in 
organization NOW! 


YOUR 


Heritage Manor, Inc., Box 75673, Sanford 
Station, Los Angeles 5, California. 
e 

The moronic beliefs of early Christians: 
Jesus said to the Devil, ‘Do you think to 
deceive me, devil? | am not spitting upon 
you nor breathing, for my saliva is holy. 
But I shall presentlyxbreath upon you breath 
out of my mouth. It is the Holy Spirit. (A 
Dialogue between Christ and the Devil, of 
4-5th cent., in The Journal of Theolog, 
Studies, Apr. 1955, p. 57) 


Employers Duck Methodist 


Church’s Conference 

Lake Junaluska, N.C. — Boyd 
E. Payton, TWUA (Textile Work- 
ers Union of America) southern 
director, was among 86 AFL-CIO 
leaders who attended an industrial 
relations conference here under 
Methodist auspices which drew on- 
ly 9 management representatives 
and 19 pastors. 

Payton said that originally con- 
ference officials planned to invite 
100 delegates each from the ranks 
of the clergy, labor and manage- 
ment. But when labor leaders an- 
nounced their eagerness to attend, 
employers began finding reasons 
why they could not be present. 

Payton took the opportunity to 
relate to the delegates the minis- 
terial opposition TWUA had faced 
in organizing campaigns in such 
communities as Cherryville and 
Elkin, N.C. and Fieldale, Va. 

He told how pastors had not on- 
ly denounced TWUA from their 
pulpits and over the radio, but al- 
so had conducted “prayer meet- 
ings” on mill property during the 
working hours at the invitation of 
management. 





Read the LIBERAL 


A 24 page monthly journal of the 
Friendship Liberal League, devoted to 
freethought, rationalism and topics of 
general interest to freethinkers. 

The F.L.L. is a Member of the Amer- 
ican Rationalist Federation. 

SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR, 
FOREIGN, $1.25 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, Inc. 
5526 Westford Rd. 
Philadelphia 20, Pa. 











The Oldest Freethought Journal 
in the World 


THE FREETHINKER 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON 
Celebrated its 
cently and _ still 


75th anniversary re- 
attacks superstition 
with youthful vigor and intelligence. 


Subscription $4.25 


a year for 52 issues. 


The American Rationalist 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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DOUBLE CHECK 
by ‘CHEKA’ 

















LONG-AWAITED “HEAVENLY HUMOR” READY AT LAST! 


For almost two years we are talking about a Rationalist 
Joke Book. Now, at last we can say it is off the press... 
and we mean it. A real humdinger, too .. . so make sure you 
get a copy of “Heavenly Humor.” It sells for $1.25 and is 
worth every penny of it. Get a copy for yourself and send a 
copy to a friend. An ideal gift. 


CONVENTION TIME IS HERE AGAIN. 


The Annual Conclave of all American Freethinkers, Ration- 
alists, and Secularists will be held August 23rd in the City of 
Milwaukee, Wisc. The American Rationalist Federation has 
grown considerably since the last Convention held in Philadel- 
phia last year. So, fellow Rationalists, if you are planning a 
vacation this summer, plan to come to Milwaukee and see the 
German Freethinkers in action in their beautiful Jefferson 
Hall on Fond du Lac Avenue. Come and be a witness to a 
real Rationalistic Unity where a truly democratic way of 
thinking prevails. 


DANGER. .. BEWARE! 


Did you check the date your subscription to the American 
Rationalist expires? You better do so, before you find that 
the mailman hasn’t a copy for you. Every reader who hasn’t 
renewed his subscription, usually gets two extra issues, but 
will surely miss the third one. So, don’t take a chance. Renew 
your subscription today. 


WE THANK YOU ALL AGAIN ... 


We received many fine comments about the last issue of 
the American Rationalist. We agree with all of you: It was 
THE TOPS, enuff said. But we have a remark to make just 
the same. If the subscription price was raised, we could add 
more pages, but this we do not want to do, so so we'll say it 
in another way. (Here goes an IF again!) If we get more 
readers and that little “extra” for our press fund with your 
subscription, well, maybe we will be able to realize a bigger 
and richer AR. What say you... ? 


SEND FOR FREE BOOK LIST 


A catalog fokler listing over 200 books was printed for 
the benefit of purchasing freethought literature. Be sure you 
have a copy. If you haven’t, get one by writing to The American 
Rationalist, 2218 St, Louis Avenue, St. Louis 6, Missouri. 


HECK, THE PENCIL BROKE ... 


. so I’m signing off again — see you in Milwaukee! 
same ole’ vic. 
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CAYO NIC IONIC IONIC VOI NICH INOS 


MORE CHEERS FROM BRITAIN 


23 Streathbourne Road 
London, S.W. 17 


April 8th, 1958 
Dear Mr. Hoops, 


I trust that at least one of the four letters | have 
despatched to you since last September has arrived at 
destination. In the last | promised a message to ARF, 
but have been c.b. (confined to bed) for the better part 
of two weeks, which has thrown my work into disorder, 
and it is only now that | can set to tapping out my good 
wishes and hopes. 


It is the moment of the American Rationalist vol. 
3, no. |. I have read the first two volumes with the most 
lively appreciation of the energy. high spirit and generous 
good will expressed in them. Freethinkers have too often 
shown themselves limited in outlook to their own coun- 
try's problems; the American Rationalist has lived up to 
its motto “THE PROPER STUDY OF MANKIND IS 
MAN,” bearing in mind Paine’s words “The World is my 
Country."’ It has presented studies of problems of uni- 
versal urgency, as well as those of narrower importance. 
It has nobly endeavoured to teach its readers an interest 
in other lands and their special difficulties, May this fine, 
unselfish outlook last long! 


Rationalist Freethought is sadly hampered by the 
wide war spirit, whether cold or hot; the careful scientific 
analysis of pro’s and con's cannot be fully accomplished 
save in a really peaceful atmosphere. Envy, jealousy and 
fear, above all, fear of undercutting, fear of over-peo- 
pleing; these are the base, but common, emotions of 
mankind which prevent clear thinking. It is then a fine 
and noteworthy thing to meet a periodical which rises 
above these obstacles, and aims at a fair view for all. 


Long may the American Rationalist flourish! 
With cordial greeting from 
Charles Bradlaugh Bonner. 
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BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 3 
CONSIDERED 

. 

by cooperative publisher who offers § 
authors early publication, higher roy- ¢ 
alty, national distribution, and beauti- ¢ 
fully designed books. — All subjects 
welcomed. Write, or send your MS ¢ 
directly. 


4 
4 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. § 
Atten.: MR. FRANKLIN , 
489 Fifth Avenue New York 17, N.Y. §¢ 
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Twelve words, or less (minimum) $1.00 
Each additional line, (six words) 50 





HIGH VOLTAGE CARDS for the credulous 
and faithful. Each missile carries a mini- 
mum of 10,000 volts. Enclose at least 
one in everything you mail. Guaranteed 
to cause a commotion, — Jumbo Assort- 
ment only $1.00 Postpaid. Get on our 
mailing list. We have new ones coming 
off the press every now and then. They're 
Lively and Effective! Send us names and 
addresses of freethinkers. We'll mail them 
sample cards. If you have a few suitable 
quips, send them in. CASCADE PRINTING 
SERVICE. 316 N. E. 44th Avenue, Portland 
15, Oregon. 





POEMS 
Original and collected 
by SAM HILL 
— 50 cents — 
Rationalist Society of St. Louis 
2218 St. Lovis Avenue 
St. Lovis 6, Mo. 





FREE International booksearch service. 
Current, old, rare, and out-of-print books. 
Write: Albert Hirsch, Libertarian Book- 


man, P.O. Box 7709, Chicago 80, Illinois. 





FOR SALE—Comic Postal Cards. Set of 
six. No. 1 to 6, Drawn by Ottokar, Price 
5¢ each, all six for 25¢. Order from 
AMERICAN RATIONAUST, 2218 St. Lovis 
Ave., St. Lovis, Mo. 





LET US REASON TOGETHER, poem, by 
Fred Rosenberg, five cents each, 3 for 10c 
— 40 for $1.00. Rationalist Publica- 
tions, 2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Louis 6, 
Mo. 





HERE IS THE HIGHEST MENTAL 


ADVENTURE, MAKE SELF-RESPECT 
YOUR RELIGION 


THE FORTEAN SOCIETY 


Box 192 
Grand Central Annex, New York, N.Y. 














